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Abstract

It is a worldwide phenomenon that crime and crirhinativities are on the rise.
Increasingly, more young adults, teenagers, andests are involved in acts of criminality,
delinquent, and antisocial behaviour. Numerousistutdave shown that early intervention can
reduce crime, delinquency and antisocial behaviowtudents and in their later adult lives. To
address this problem government must take the aaadcontribute meaningfully, towards the
establishment of intervention programs. Civil sbcmust also play their part because crime and
other delinquent and antisocial behaviour affeetehtire society. It is the responsibility of every
citizen to assist in maintaining a culture of gdimdhaviour, peace and stability in their respective
communities and the nation at large. Individual ifea® must recognize that they have a major
task to perform in shaping the behaviour and futlirection of their children. Their economic

conditions, attitudes and behaviour will greatlffuence the future behaviour of these children.

Studies have shown that there is a link betweerstle@economic conditions of families
and crime. Children who come from the low socio&coit class are more predisposed to
antisocial behaviour, delinquency and crime. Thehdition is also link to education and
illiteracy because it negatively affects schoolpirats, class attendance, academic achievement

and behavioural problems.

To address this situation government must intenaeree provide the necessary funding
for intervention programs and activities in schogdpecially in the early years, the community,
and for families particularly, those that addresseasty, and provide families with at lease, the
minimum standard of living. Investment in the commtby will harness the youths’ talents and

will channel their energies to community buildingtigities and sports, whilst programs at the
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schools will help change attitude, behaviours, tliamtisocial and delinquent behaviours and

improve academic performances.
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Introduction

From an economic perspective, early education@nmention is an investment in the
lives of young children that may yield both immediand future returns (Barnett & Escobar,
1987). Based on research that has been conductédsoimportant subject | believe that early
intervention involves parents, children, the comitynncluding schools and churches, and the
government. Early intervention is an investmentaolhinay not yield immediate returns but in
the long term the returns will by far surpass theoant invested. This kind of investment is
usually in the public’s interest in that it reducggne and delinquency, reduces the number of
children at risk of school dropout, provides parents with needed skillsjnitproves the social
conditions of communities and its members,prbvides economic relief for economically
deprived families and in some cases provides empoy for those families (Chambers,
Abrami, Massue, & Morrison, 1998). Therefore earervention provides families with the
needed services and programs to help them anddhiédren develop their skills and grow into
productive members of society. Early interventisnally applies to children of school age but it
can begin with the younger ones and is expectedthiege children will benefit from various
programs designed to help them change their a¢st@hd behaviours and to put more emphasis
on their education and social behaviour. The im@ndf early intervention is to develop children
and young people into healthy and productive adwh® would contribute meaningfully to

society; this will eventually reduce crime and dgliency and make communities safer.

There are different kinds of early interventionsiethare intended to affect different
levels of at risk individuals. Some interventionograms may be designed for pre- school

children, while others are tailored for elementseiiools or even secondary school children and
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teenagers. These intervention programs are maddfisplty for schools that are part of these
programs and attempt to reduce delinquency and datainal behaviour by changing attitudes
and antisocial behaviour of children (Chambers,aftir Massue, & Morrison, 1998). According
to Chambers, Abrami, Massue, & Morrison, (1998)ldren who are part of intervention
programs have greater school success and are ikeletb graduate from high school. This is
because these programs provide for qualified aamided specialist in areas such as counselling
and therapy, sports, and other areas which needa$@dtention. There are programs that are
delivered through community organizations such@sland girls clubs which are very effective
in helping members to improve their self- esteesif- £onfidence and moral values (U.S.
Department of Justice, 2000). In these programasrtmbers learn through an informal system
by sharing and socializing with each other. Thisdkof learning and socialization can foster a
bond between members that may cause them to beotlaets keeper and may also use each
other as support in difficult times and situatidimerefore, it eliminates feelings of loneliness,

rejection, isolation and foster positive behaviand attitude among members.

Any kind of early intervention which is intended teduce crime and delinquency is a
positive step although it may not necessarily aahiall of its desired goals. Whether the
intended goals are not totally achieved, some sk individuals would have benefited
significantly, from the program. Intervention pragrs that reduce and addresses multiple risk
factors may be more successful in preventing deenqgy than those that target one risk factor,
and they also blend aspects of family support amty €hildhood education (Yoshikawa, 1995).
These intervention programs are more promisingedfadtive because it takes into consideration
the needs of the parents and the children. Thenfsalenefit through the provision of welfare

assistance, education and training, employment,Adkdhese benefits are aimed at improving
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the social conditions of parents thereby, providingm with the skills necessary to provide a
satisfactory level of care for their children. G@nén of families in intervention programs gain

significant benefit by participating in these praigps. The programs assist them in reducing the
risk of delinquent and antisocial behaviours, redine risk of unwanted pregnancies, reduce the
risk of school failures and school dropouts, lowame rates, foster stronger self- esteem and
self- confidence, have greater school success, ingher level of employment, greater earnings

and are more likely to be self supporting (Chamb&bsami, Massue, & Morrison, 1998).

Crime is the violation of rules, regulations or la# a country for which there are
prescribe legal punishment for such violations.nm@rican be committed by anyone who is
capable of differentiating between right and wra@mgl is not considered to be a child under the
laws of that country. The term crime has been @urthivided into two categories namely, (1)

crime, and (2) juvenile delinquency.

Crime is the term used to describe adults who h@remitted a breach of the law.
Usually, these people are 18 years of age or @ddrthey are brought before an adult court to
answer to the charge made against them. Howewvegnile delinquency is the term used to
describe individuals under the age of 18 years dw@ committed an illegal act. This illegal act
would have been referred to as a crime had thevithedl been an adult (Yoshikawa, 1995).
Persons charged with acts of juvenile delinquemeybaought to a juvenile court to answer to the

charges brought against him or her.

There are many reasons why adults commit crimejarehiles demonstrate delinquent
or antisocial behaviours. Among some of the notabkons are; poverty, education, illiteracy,

broken homes, working parents, parental negleay security, over leniency, rejection, boys
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and girls gangs, and delinquent and criminal tradi{Chambers, Abrami, Massue, & Morrison
1998; Burgess, 1952). Numerous studies have iradictéhhat there is a direct relationship
between poverty and crime. When families live ingrty it negatively affects all other aspect of
their lives. These families will not have the res®s to consistently, send their children to
school and therefore these children will not attilevel of education which is needed in order
to gain the kind of employment which will ultimagelget them out of poverty. When children do
not attain a certain level of educational achievetynthey are considered to be illiterate, which is
not being able to acquire the expected basic stdnofareading and writing. llliteracy causes
both children and adults to lack self- esteem aid sonfidence and a sense of belonging which
is a necessary for a healthy and productive futlmeidences of broken homes are more
prevalent among poor families. Usually, there ifigh rate of alcoholism, drug abuse and
truancy among these families. In most cases thessimagle parent families where the mothers
are left to provide for their families because $peuse is incarcerated for crime, is on alcohol or
drug and cannot provide for the family or the piagnes were not planned for and were
unwanted. Where pregnancies were not plannedt®glways the mothers who are left with the
burden of taking care of the child and the restthe family. In cases where the father is
providing for the child the contribution may not befficient for the maintenance of that child
and therefore, the mother has to find some forreroployment to meet the family needs. It's
inevitable in a single parent family where thatguaris working there will sometimes be a lack
of supervision on the part of that parent. Duringttperiod of lax supervision the children may
decide to stay with or be in the presence of tpeers who may offer them some form of
security, comfort or satisfy their need for attentand companionship. These children are being

influenced by their peers who may be in the sanwakgroup and are already involved in
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illegal, antisocial, sexual and gang related aiéisi As a result of peer pressure, children
participate in these activities in other to be pted by their peers. For these children this may be

the beginning of an unproductive future which inmes delinquency and crime.

Crime and delinquency has no positive effect onietpcand therefore cannot be
beneficial to anyone who is interested in positvaolesome development of people and
communities. Those who are involved in criminal aleinquent behaviours are the only ones
who stand to gain financially depending on whickaaof criminal activity or delinquency.
According to Jessop (2007) “it is undoubtedly thedeo traffic the estimated $40 billion of
cocaine that passes annually through the regi@utope and the US or who invest in or use the
region’s financial services to launder illicit mgfiavho benefit. Others who benefit from crime
are those involved in national security such as plbéce, customs, security firms, crime
intelligence and forensic accounting units. Thagmwizations benefit because they are involved
in anti crime activities and they receive suppond aassistance form local, regional and
international governments and agencies involvedtha fight against crime. The local
government is always disadvantaged by criminalvaigs because it has to invest limited
resources which could be used in upgrading sodiegrams, education and other national
development activities, to fight this menace. Aiibb the institutions and organizations involved
in the anti- crime fight benefits, this benefit dagot positively affect everyone; neither does it
benefit the country in any meaningful and positivay. But rather, the country and its people
suffer through fear of crime, low morale, negateeial behaviour, lack of self- esteem and self-

confidence, depleted resources, wealth imbalarmesrpy, etc.

There are numerous benefits to early interventimgmams which reduces crime. The

most significant of all is the education componehich empowers both adults and children to
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make life choices which impact society in a positway. Education helps eradicate poverty and
illiteracy and provide people with avenues to attaieaningful employment to care for self and
family and be able to sustain a decent livelihoedh education people can improve on their
social standard or status. According to Chambelwai, Massue, & Morrison (1998) and
Burgess, (1952) poverty is one of the many facassociated to juvenile delinquency and crime.
Early intervention programs which help to allevigteverty will also assist in reducing
delinquency and crime. it is therefore, the respmiity of government to provide the necessary
facilities or create an enabling environment thall weduce poverty, improve on social
conditions, improve education, encourage invedtwoisvest and provide other facilities that will
give people the opportunity to channel their createnergies in sporting and other artistic

activities.

Research shows that an enriched literacy progranfofa-year-olds in preschool is
$20,500 cheaper per child to run than school-baseding recovery programs (Gibson,
2006). The author further stated that The Brishassed study also provides clear evidence
that targeting children before they start schoah caduce bad behaviour and learning
problems, lowering their chances of turning to @imr drugs. It therefore makes good
economic sense for government to invest in intar@anprograms for children and young
people in order to stem the possibility of theiwalvement in delinquent and antisocial
behaviour and later criminal activities. The studgked at children in early intervention
program in playgroups over a five-year period amhctuded that they had improved
language and communication skills and were bettepgred for life in the classroom
(Gibson, 2006). The author also indicated thatthiklren's families benefited from improved

relationships and an increased sense of connetiidheir school and community. When
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young children are well prepared for classroom ilifgives them an added advantage over
others who may not have been prepared for therolasschallenge. They would be more
advance in their cognitive and communication slalsl would therefore, have stronger self-
esteem and self- confidence and be more preparedthi® rigors and pressures of
examinations. They are likely to perform well irheol which reduces the risk of dropping

out of school, and being involved in criminalitydaather antisocial behaviours.

Crime has proven to be very costly to any goverrintaken into consideration the
amount of resources that has to be allocated tmteouhis problem and the reduction in
productivity and investment that may arise. Accogdio “The National Center For Victims’ Of
Crime”, crime victims show much higher rates of fRasimatic Stress Disorder than people who
have not been victimized; 25% of victims experiehdiéetime PTSD and 9.7% had current
PTSD, compared to rates of 9.4% lifetime PTSD adéc3current PTSD for non-crime victims.
As a result of criminal acts government and othepleyers lose significant revenue as a result
of time spent out of work for which people are lggpaid. These employers may also realise low
productivity because of the psychological effecttlodir experience as a crime victim. Crime
victims who need mental health services face a n@djallenge in that the cost of mental health
services is very high and most victims struggleneet that cost. 12% of all victim compensation
payments in 2003 went toward mental health coungefbr crime victims, totalling over $53
billion (The National Center For Victims’ Of Crime). The article further indicated thhbut one
third of mental health care bills for rape, phys&ssault, and stalking victims were paid for out-
of-pocket. This suggests that crime victims ardesufg physically, mentally and financially as a

result of criminal acts against them. Criminal aagginst victims could have been averted had
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there been intervention in the perpetrators lif@isyor her early years. Intervention would have
assisted him or her to understand the effect anmtempuences of crime on the victim, the
community, and the state. The perpetrators woule tenefited from treatment programs for
any problems he or she was experiencing and woale tbeen equipped with the tools and
resources to deal with problems of violence. Hehw would have also received counselling that

might have assisted in helping to change their imedhattitudes and antisocial behaviours.

There is enough evidence from various studies siscfChambers, Abrami, Massue, &
Morrison (1998); Burgess, (1952); Bureau of Justkssistance; Gibson, (2006) and many
others. Crime is a worldwide problem which deserthes attention of every government. To
create any impact on crime government must bengilto invest in long- term strategies. These
strategies will therefore include intervention mags in the schools, for families and
communities at risk. These programs will prepaiiédotn to face the demands and challenges of
life. The programs will also help parents to de@thwhe task of child care and prepare them
mentally, socially, economically and educationatty deal with both current and future
difficulties that may arise. In other to prepar®gé at risk communities and its member’'s
government will have to invest huge sums of monEyese investments do not have an
immediate or short return; it is an investment floe future. The monies invested in these
programs could be used to implement certain neeplefjrams such as infrastructural
development, housing, higher education, etc. Theustninvested in early intervention programs
is not lost because in the long term the country gdin significant benefits by reduction in
crime and drug related activities, reduction ingate delinquency, and antisocial behaviour.
These benefits would have offset the initial inwestt made by government in intervention

programs by far if assessed or evaluated finanerals.
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Literature Review

Crime is a very serious worldwide issue which cgevernments millions of
dollars to address. It is one of the major socrabfems faced by most countries, if not all.
Crime and juvenile delinquency undermine the falmicsociety and threatens stability. In
countries with high incidence of crime, resourdest tcould have been invested in education,
health, housing, infrastructural development, aeduto fight crime and juvenile delinquency.
Countries where criminal activities or antisocighbviours are high usually experience lower
economic growth than in jurisdictions with lowernge rate. This is because most investors will
not invest in countries with social disorder anghhcrime rates. There are also mental health
consequences to crime and juvenile delinquencytindgcof crime exhibit higher rates of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), they suffer loaign and a wide range of psychological
problems, the mental health impact extends beybedvictim, and the cost of mental health
services are exorbitant (The National Center FatiMis’ Of Crime). Crime doesn’t only affect
the victim or target but it also has a negative aotpon the families. Family members are
affected in several ways e.g. loss of income assaltr of time spent away from work to support
the victim, they have to use their limited resosr@e order to care for the victim, and also
themselves because of the traumatic experience. penpetrators of crime and juvenile
delinquency also suffer tremendous losses in themthey are caught for their criminal and
delinquent behaviours they are subject to legatgedings which may be time consuming and
very costly. They may also lose their freedom bingpencarcerated because of the severity of
the crime or the non availability of financial resoces to meet their legal bills and or court fines.
They may also bring shame and tremendous pressutieed families who sometimes have to

come up with large sums of money to pay for thegal bills and any fine or compensation
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imposed by the court and in some instances th&ylasng their properties and life savings as

punishment for their criminal behaviour.

There is no quick fix or straight forward solutifor reducing crime; neither are there any
short term measures to attack crime and delinquématywill bring about long term or lasting
solutions. Short- term measures that are useddiecescrime are considered to be crime control
mechanisms and they only last for a short period; Aeasure that is introduced to minimize or
reduce crime and delinquency must be a long texesiment by government and other social
partners. These long- term measures must be astmeat in the people and the community and
should include poverty alleviation, education, ioyed social conditions, improved facilities for
recreation, improved housing, etc. Governmentsthase with responsibility for reducing crime
must see the need to invest in young people fram darly school experiences beginning from
pre- school. They will also have to invest in fagslthrough education and other interventions in
other to improve the social conditions of theseifi@nand to empower them with the necessary
skills to gain meaningful employment and to copehwihe everyday pressures of living

(Burgess, 1952; Yoshikawa, 1995).

One important way to decrease overall crime ratergmyouths is to prevent chronic
delinquency (Yoshikawa, 1995). When chronic delempy is not prevented or reduced youths
grow into adulthood with the same negative attituded behavioural problems which are
necessary ingredients for criminal behaviours. At @fective measure government can use to
prevent this problem is to implement programs inosts that will make a positive impact on
children and change their antisocial behaviourshsas frequent fighting, hitting, stealing,
destroying or vandalizing property, bullying, ahgng. In that case, early childhood may be the

best time to intervene and target children whoatresk of delinquent behaviour.
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All intervention programs that reduce delinquenoyoag children and young people are
steps in the right direction since these prograeig to shape behaviours and attitudes. Programs
that target both the parents and the children anehnmore effective in preventing chronic
delinquency because it attacks the problem in tveasa These programs address multiple risk
factors and combines aspects of both family supgdtearly childhood education (Yoshikawa,
1995). There are parents who do not have the sskiid to deal with their family especially, the
children. Their attitude and behaviour towards ¢helsildren may be hostile, rejecting, or lack
parental supervision. Studies such as Burgess2{1&%d Yoshikawa, (1995) have shown that
these kinds of behaviours on the part of parentg lewd to juvenile delinquency in children’s.
Programs which address multiple risk factors wowtatk with the parents in order to correct
their attitude and behaviour and teach them thiet @gproach in dealing with children. At the
same time these programs are intervening in thédrehnis lives by instituting various
intervention programs at the schools in order gvent and also correct antisocial behaviour and
delinquency in children. These programs assistlevaging children’s self- esteem and self-
confidence. It also teaches them peaceful meansesdlving conflicts, heightened their
awareness of the effects and consequences of visddraviours, and show them ways to avoid
conflict, and dangerous places and situations @uref Justice Assistance, 1994). This
therefore, makes young people more aware of thel meereject antisocial and delinquent

behaviour.

Another kind of intervention that helps young p&opd improve on their interpersonal
skills and discipline is social organizations s@ashclubs which brings them together in a non
formal setting. Within these organizations theyrea variety of skills such as accepting

responsibility and management, team work, respactothers, community service, etc. “The
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Boys and Girls Club help members to build selfeest recognize moral values and pursue a
productive future” (U.S. Department of Justice, @00t is therefore, worthwhile for schools and
communities to assist in the formation of youthbsluand other similar organizations which
would bring young people together under one umdralhd would channel their youthful
energies towards positive and meaningful activitied would uplift them and their schools and
communities. In these organizations the memberstaught to support each other, resolve
conflicts amicably, voluntary service to the comityinand generally to instil positive values
and to shape the behaviours and attitudes of ypeogple. There has been major reduction in
juvenile crimes, drug activities, and overall impement of the quality of life for the children
and families who reside in the public housing whaogs and girls clubs have been formed and
are active (U.S. Department of Justice, 2000). dloee, it makes sense for those in authority or
the government institution responsible for youttvelepment to encourage and support the
formation of clubs and other social organizationsschools and the community to assist in
shaping the behaviours and attitudes of the yotathpositive and meaningful activities through

programs that foster self- esteem, self confideasgnse of belonging, and hope for the future.

It is evident that slums or ghettos are not goadtlie healthy development of children.
Slums and ghettos lack basic amenities and areannet developments which encourage all
kinds of negative and unproductive behaviours. €hasas are usually attractive to poor
families with all sorts of social and economic derbs, and who can hardly afford the basic
necessities for survival. It is therefore correcstate that poverty and all its social ills thrime
these areas. Since there is a positive relatiortsfiyween poverty and crime, slums are seen as
ideal areas for criminal activities and juvenildigiguency. According to Burgess (1952), “areas

with high rate of juvenile delinquency are alsoyargh in youth and adult crimes and social
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problems”. Government should not encourage theldprmeent of such areas and should give
incentives to those living in these areas to ledVymse families living in slums should be given
special attention and government should implenm@etvention programs that would affect both
the parents and the children. People living in Slwtmould be considered as special needs people
and government programs for these people must stoosSways to reduce their poverty level,
education and training for both adults and youswgial programs that would help change
behaviours and attitudes for both adults and yoatits assistance for parents with children of
school age such as free books, school meals, dbdongsetc. Burgess (1952) indicated that
“Juvenile delinquency prevention should include fibllowing factors; family income to provide
minimum standard of living, abolish slums, devel@minof neighbourhood housing projects to
replace slums, neighbourhood organizations to peovior children’s welfare”. For any
meaningful change to take place government mustiggaalternative housing for these people
and make sure that these areas are not reoccupigtlldren’s welfare program is essential in
order to meet the needs of these children and ¢vept them from going into delinquent
behaviours. Parents should also be assisted bydoigwthem with a subvention while they are

being trained for employment to sustain them aed flamilies.

All the intervention programs will affect childreend young people in various ways
although some will have a more profound effect tbtrers. With the growing number of young
people both in and out of school it would be pruden government and related agencies to
provide or improve on recreational facilities infieas communities. Akiba, Le Tendre, Baker
& Goseline, (2002) indicate that “the greater thepportion of young people in a given
population, the greater the likelihood that liféstynd routine activities that increase risk of

victimization”. Therefore, it is evident that theone young people in a community the greater
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the chances of criminal activities and juvenileirglency. It is incumbent upon government to
provide sporting and other recreational facilitiesorder for children and young people to
participate in positive and meaningful activitigmtt would channel their energies away from
crime and delinquency. When there are proper anlli managed facilities in the various

communities’ it encourages young people to devalspirit of competitiveness and to discipline
themselves in other to excel in the activity ofitfaoice. This discipline will translate itself in

their school work, with their families and friendad will also help them to develop positive

attitudes which would be necessary in their latedtdives.

Violence among young people sometimes occurs iasavéhere idle groups of youth
congregate (Bureau of Justice Assistance, 1994rdas where the youths cannot find suitable
places or facilities for recreational activitiegyhusually congregate or form idle groups that are
not productively oriented or these groups will moake any positive contribution to the
development of the community or themselves. Themvidence to suggest that when form idle
groups it increases the possibility of members dpaimvolved in criminal and delinquent
behaviours. Depending on the members motivatioesetlyroups may end up being gangs with
criminal intentions. Gang members have a culturgeafecy between them and swore allegiance
to each other. It becomes more difficult to solveme which is perpetrated by those gang
members and because of their lifestyle they coakllginfluence the younger members in the
community in joining the gang. It makes economigsgefor government to provide sporting and
other recreational facilities in communities sottliae youths can display their talents and
sporting capabilities in a positive direction. Whgouths are left idle the possibility of being
involved in delinquent behaviours and crime arey\egh. Government will then have to spend

much more in their crime fighting efforts and tmyide reactive intervention programs which
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may be as a result of their lack of interest angnmitment in community and youth

development.

Society has a civic responsibility to cultivate domoral values, orderliness, and
discipline in its people especially the youths sitltey are the future leaders. Likewise it is also
the responsibility of society to shun and repottsacial behaviours and crime. In most countries
there are laws which make it a criminal offencefdeople to witness criminal behaviour or be an
accessory either before or after the fact. Civdisty and its social organizations must sensitize
people; children, young people and adults aliketha&f consequence of crime and antisocial
behaviour. Antisocial behaviour and crime causdwemkdown in the normal operation of a
community or the society at large. Society shouwdt tolerate acts of antisocial and delinquent
behaviour in children and young people and muséentlerate any act of criminality or wrong
doing on the part of adults especially those thatisfringement of the laws of the land. When
people become insensitive to crime and delinquansyggests that there is a problem which
may be as a result of fear. Criminals and those intend to be delinquents or participate in

crime should not feel safe in committing or thirdiof committing their wrongful acts.

The general society should be the watch dog andthmpiece of a country. When
wrongful acts are being committed the public hasght to speak out and demand redress
government or the organisation responsible. Soghtuld also demand that government that
governments provide the necessary programs, fasiliand infrastructure to empower its people
with the necessary skills, education, healthcarg,ie order to meaningfully contribute to nation
building and self advancement and to avoid thecentent of crime and antisocial behaviour.

The children and young people of a nation is a \memyortant resource which if not properly
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cared for can initiate all kinds of problems. As flature leaders of the nation government must
provide the necessary facilities and resourcesntible young people contribute to national,
community, and self development. Society must seethat government institute programs and
provide facilities that will prevent the youths fiergoing into crime and delinquency. It is much
cheaper and sensible for government to implemeasetimeasures than for them to react to these

antisocial behaviours (U.S. Department of Jusg26@1).

Crime is the responsibility of everyone. When adtsriminality are committed it affects
the entire nation either directly or indirectly. dd® who are directly affected by crime are the
victims or target, their families and friends arteit communities which may include the
families of the perpetrators. Indirectly, theraisost associated to crime which the entire nation
assists in meeting through the payment of taxesoéimer national dues or contributions. These
costs are attach to law enforcement activitiegrsic and laboratory services, salaries to victims
whilst on sick leave, hospitalization and medicaktcfor those who cant afford, etc. It is
therefore a prime responsibility of government takm sure that crime is kept at a minimum.
Government should create the enabling environmanéveryone to participate and contribute
meaningfully in positive and productive activitiggt will divert their attention from destructive

and criminal or antisocial behaviours.

The community in which children grow and socializea powerful influencing force
which could determine their future behaviour. Sésdhave shown that areas with chronic
poverty or economic deprivation have a higher criae. In these areas illiteracy, drugs and
alcohol abuse is more prevalent among young pe@h®. Department of Justice, 2001). To

counter this problem the community must be mohkdiaead approach the problem on a united
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front. As a united front they should approach gowsnt with their proposal on how to improve
the conditions of the community and find out whavgrnment can do to assist in alleviating
their plight. The proposal should not be solelydoshen government interventions but should
also have a component where the community willdseséing in improving their conditions. The
proposal should include an economic generation compt to alleviate poverty, education
training and counselling to address the problemalafholism and drug abuse and to prepare
community members for future employment. The comityyparticipation could be through self-
help projects or fund raising to match governmeaogstribution. Although there is no evidence
to prove this opinion but it is believed that peptdke more pride in and have more respect for
the things they help to build. It is therefore tteesuggest that the entire community will take

responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep dadteter facility they help in building.

Communities must be empowered to take some redplitysior reducing crime and
antisocial behaviour. Community members must alvaysigilant and should adapt the attitude
of being each others or each neighbours keepern@onmty members should be on the look out
for strangers and strange activities in their comityuand inform the police of suspicious
activities. When strangers commit crime in the camity that goes unreported it suggest that
this community is a safe place for criminals anclure of antisocial and delinquent behaviour
may develop. Every family has a role to play in gpineper upbringing of their children. It is the
responsibility of parents to discipline or correbtldren for their inappropriate behaviours which
may eventually lead to delinquency and crime if leichecked. Burgess (1952) suggests that
over security and over leniency are factors whichyncontribute to crime and antisocial
behaviour. Parents must strike a balance betweisgy lb@ protective and giving some level of

freedom to children. In that way children feel thiay are being trusted by their parents and may
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always want to conduct themselves appropriatelyeiVparents are to lenient and allow their
children to get away with inappropriate behaviotimsy develop the thinking that they can do
whatever they want and nothing can be done to thdmy will take opportunities to get involve

in fights, bullying others, stealing, lying, etbese are all factors which contribute to antisocial

behaviour and delinquency in children and youngpjeeo

On an individual basis people must learn to corobiidren when they are involved in
inappropriate behaviours. These behaviours shoeldeported to their parents or school for
appropriate action. If everyone especially adulekenit their responsibility to correct children
for their misbehaviours and report them to thenepts or school, children would not feel safe to
display their bad behaviours and would be discceatagom doing so simply because they are
aware that others would report their inappropriabaviours and they would be disciplined for
such. This would help the community because memkmeosv that they can depend on each
other for support and that they are not the onlgsoresponsible for the upbringing of their

children but rather the entire community is resjgadador the children’s upbringing.

Early intervention programs developed for childeemisk can have immediate and long-
term success in helping children have positive stleaperiences, build stronger self- esteem
and reduce risk of school dropout (Chambers, Abravtassue, & Morrison, 1998). These
programs will also reduce the possibility of chddrand young people in crime and delinquency.
These programs empower participants with life skilhich would increase their self- esteem
and self- confidence; give them a greater senselbfworth, respect for themselves and others,
and the power to make informed and proper decisregarding what activities they should

participate in or the ability to differentiate rigiom wrong. Children and young people who are
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part of these programs benefit immensely, from th&hey develop skills which would help
them to positively influence their juvenile peergdadthers, and would also assist them in their
later adult lives. Studies have shown that Studenistervention groups had lower crime rates,
display less delinquent behaviour and had feweramed pregnancies (Chambers, Abrami,
Massue, & Morrison, 1998). Some of these interaenprograms also provide intervention for
the parents of these children in the form of imgebvinancial and social status, provide
education, training and counselling which wouldists® alleviating poverty, combat illiteracy,
provide skills for long- term employment stabilitgnd to change negative behaviours and
attitudes. This is certainly of significant bendbtthe community, the parents and the children.
In 1990, an independent study conducted by Colunimaversity confirmed significant
reduction in juvenile crimes, drug activities, aoeerall improvement of the quality of life for
the children and families who reside in the publausing (U.S. Department of Justice, 2000).
Public housing is an area which breeds antisoaidldelinquent behaviour among young people
and adults alike. This independent study was caedu8 years after intervention which was in
the formation of boys and girls clubs in the aféecareas. These clubs provide a wide range of
skills to its members and would empower them te healthy, positive, and productive lifestyles

both in their youth and adult years.
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Analysis

| am convince, that early intervention can redudene. This study will attempt to
persuade readers especially, those in authoritgaar influence politicians, governments and
other responsible agencies to use scarce resonrsely and invest in the wellbeing of children
and young people who are the future leaders, ireféort to reduce crime and delinquency.
According to the U.S. Department of Justice (20@%)indicated in table 1, prevention programs
targeting risk factors for youth between the agésld and 18 years showed a decline in
delinquency. This is a clear indication that in mtries where early intervention programs target

deprived young people and their families, subsshdtcline in delinquency was experienced.

Many readers may want to conclude that the only twagduce crime is by investing in
the human resources of a country. Quite apart ftbeninvestment in human resources the
environment needs attention and maintenance inrdiaeit to facilitate the growth and
development of its people. In neighbourhoods whiglepidated buildings and other structures,
broken down vehicles, piles of garbage, thick vagen, etc are found, usually, there is a high
incidence of crime and delinquency. Those who lavelved in crime and delinquency use these
broken down and depressed areas to conduct thegall activities. Repairs to dilapidated
building, cleaning up surrounding areas, changiegdesign of buildings or public spaces, and
improving lighting and surveillance all reduce thygportunities for crime (U.S. Department of
Justice, 2001). Most deprived and dilapidated r@ghhoods fit the descriptions of slums or
ghettos. Slums or ghettos are deprived areas bedhay lack basic facilities, infrastructure,
employment, and are poverty stricken areas whiclesdoot encourage the wholesome
development of children and young people (Burg&8%2). Figures from Burgess (1952), as

shown in table 2, indicate conditions correlatethvdelinquency in some Unites States cities,
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during the early to mid 1900s. These figures sugaédsgh level of poverty and social problems
which are related to crime and delinquency. Tabh8ws the rate of juvenile delinquency in
correlation to certain conditions. This table irade& a very high rate of adult arrest, truancy,

juveniles in court, diseases and infant mortahty iU.S. cities between 1924 and 1937.

A simple and cost effective measure that can higipifscantly in reducing crime is the
implementation of proper, well run youth organisasi such as boys and girls clubs in depressed
neighbourhoods especially those with public housiegelopment where young people are at
high risk of delinquency, antisocial behaviour, daitlire in school (U.S. Department of Justice,
2000). Boys and girls clubs are social organisatihich promotes learning, socialization and
personal development among its members througmfanmal structure. U.S. Department of
Justice (2001), as indicated in table 4, which shdecreases in crime, delinquency or antisocial
behaviour in public places where boys and girls ginid clubs are present. This suggest, when
young people are engaged in constructive actiwtiesh promote personal growth, confidence,
self- esteem, group learning, sociable behaviotr, the likelihood of being involved in

delinquent and antisocial behaviour decreasesfgigntly.

Programs that focus on high risk families; pareamsgl children, are most effective in
combating crime and delinquency (Yoshikawa, 198%grvention programs that concentrate on
small groups of people from high risk families #re most cost effective over the long term and
provide significant benefits to the participantdfi€® of Planning and Development, 2001). The
Office of Planning and Development (2001) also ¢ated that that these programs generate
substantial returns on investments for the govemiméata from the Office of Planning and

Development (2001), shown in figure 3, gives andation of the success rate based on a pilot
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program, of children who were diverted from a lifiecrime. The data from table 5, showed the

type of program and the crime prevention and dekmgy rate for both juveniles and adults.

The contribution of early childhood care and edwcat(ECCE) to the healthy
development and future well-being of children whe aconomically and socially disadvantaged
has become a vital public issue with important iogilons for families, business, private
philanthropy, and government (Barnett, 1995). Tost of ECCE is phenomenally high for any
country, government or the tax payers who are drgeo pay for these program. The resources
allocated for these early intervention programs banused in many different areas such as
education, healthcare, infrastructural developmetat, ECCE programs can produce substantial
improvements in the cognitive development and etilucal success of disadvantaged children,
higher quality child care is associated to bettegnitive and social development of these
children (Barnett, 1995). Children who patrticip&tethese programs are more focus, and are
better prepared to deal with life problems thanrtpeers. Although the cost of ECCE programs
are phenomenal these costs would be offset over byrreductions in social problems that cost
society far more each year (Barnett, 1995). Ascatdid in table 6, Barnett (1995), present the
value of Costs and Benefits per Child in 1990. Talde shows the cost of various interventions
during the year for one preschool child and theribenefits to be derived. It therefore goes to
say that every dime spent on early interventiorgms is a wise investment which will bring
substantial benefits such as reduction in crimedeaioshquency, better educated individuals and

improved social conditions.

There is always much difficulty to assess the imdiosarious programs on those they

were intended for. This is because there are vemny dtudies on the evaluation of community
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crime prevention programs. There are different paotg targeting different groups of people or
communities with various needs. These programsiarat the same level some are superior or
of a better quality than others and therefore maynbre effective. The quality of an intervention
program may depend on the amount of resourcesasl@iio run that program and the number of
participants in that program. There is evidencestmgest “that the most cost-effective
intervention programs are those that focus onaively small group of people who can benefit
most from the programs” (Office of planning and elepment, 2001). These programs can be
assessed by comparing them to similar interventimgrams and measuring its impact on the
participants. For these programs to be assessguérbhrahere must be accountability, proper
supervision, periodical assessment and documentaticecord keeping. Programs must be well
administered in order for it to be effective andetiés desired objectives. Wastage must be kept
at a minimum and the participants or target growstnmeet the criteria set out in the in the
proposal for intervention. Officials must guard mgaunscrupulous individuals who do not meet
the criteria but want to benefit from the progrdokewise, some unprincipled officials may

want to include someone who does not meet therisetia.

According to Office of Planning and Development {2 “there is strong evidence to
suggest that a dollar invested in the right kindamused, well designed intervention can save
taxpayers multiple dollars over the long term whiéping to save a child from a life of failure”.
Children, young people and families who have bé&enbeneficiary of an intervention program
and was touched or transformed by this program saite the government and people of the
country, much more than was spent in the long-t€nme is a costly venture which must be
controlled in other for a nation to realize any magful economic, social, educational, health,

political and national security achievement. Crimmealso a factor which investors take into
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consideration before investing in a country. Ingesimay not want to invest in a country where
the crime rate is high, thereby, causing that aguiet miss opportunities for needed investments.
Every child who is saved or touched through inteti which causes that child to turn away
from being delinquent and later a life of crimemsney well spent by the government. In so
doing the government have protected society angppgd that child with the necessary skills to
face future challenges. In the long- term propedyninistered intervention programs generate
significant savings for government, in that mucsslevill be spent on social welfare, healthcare
and criminal justice and more revenue will be ala# to invest in other areas of development

(Barnett, 1995).

There is overwhelming support and evidence fromeaesh to indicate that early
intervention reduces crime. Although some reseaschmy differ on what programs should be
allowed, who should benefit, and whether the hight ©f these programs benefits society in a
meaningful way, most of them agree that some fofnintervention is necessary to reduce

delinquency among young people and criminal ang@eial behaviour later in their adult lives.

The U.S. Department of Justice (2000) indicated tBays & Girls Clubs help their
members build self-esteem, acquire moral valued,pamsue productive futures. Clubs achieve
these goals by providing the following basic resesrto club member”. It was further stated in
the article that all the goals of the boys andsgitubs were achieved. These achievements only
benefited the members of these clubs. The BoysGars Club of America, is funded to a large
extent by the American tax payers. All its actegtiand programs are centred on its members
with no input or assistance to at risk non memherthe community. Since these clubs are

voluntary or community based organizations beingd&d with resources, | believe that they
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should reach out to young people in the communhy are at risk and provide them with some

needed assistance while at the same time try taimosthem to join the club.

Bureau of Justice Assistance (1994) indicated phainership with community members
and organisations, religious groups, schools, laforeement agencies, etc is an effective
method in reducing violence among children and gopgople. | have no reason to disagree with
this suggestion since it provides some measurdability in schools and communities. But it
must be understood that these are short term @mdedelinquency control measures which are
most effective to combat antisocial and delinquagitaviours that are perpetrated publicly or
against their peers. | do not believe these measiteaffect in any significant way those who
are bent on participating in delinquent and antadeehaviours, who practice these behaviours
in concealed areas or where they are not easihtifasl or recognized. There must be an effort
to change perceptions, thinking, attitudes, andabelurs. These children and young people
should be places in an environment or setting witleeg could socialize with their peers, be
tutored by qualified or certified people from vargodisciplines, provide with the necessary
support, and assess and evaluate their progrésshat case these juveniles are being prepared
to face the challenges of life that is ahead.

Nash (2006) indicates that there is a need for esipa of early intervention programs
because many, at-risk children in need of helpyaarlife are not receiving that help. However,
research such as Office of planning and developif2€itl) seems to suggest otherwise and that
intervention programs are more effective in smatlups of at risk individuals. Nash (2006)
further indicated that large proportions of thoseirygsters needing help do not receive it. With
the myriads of problems facing society such as ggyanemployment, social discontent, etc it

is very difficult for government to assist all tlrosho are in need considering the cost associated
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to intervention programs. It would benefit sociayinclude all those who are in need of help in
these programs but no one country can afford teigeogood quality intervention programs for
all citizens in need. As a result governments atieeroagencies responsible for intervention
programs choose to provide these programs to pempl@milies who are at high risk of
delinquent and antisocial behaviour. Ideally, prév programs should be made available from
preschool or as early as possible in order to cobreertain deficiencies which may cause
delinquent or antisocial behaviour in youths it lefichecked. The risk of future serious, violent
and chronic offending is substantially increaseth& offending begins at an early age which is
one of the best predictors of a future criminaleear(Nash, 2006). This suggests that the best
time to intervene a child’s life in other to preveatelinquency and antisocial behaviour is at a
very early age. At this early age the child may Ima¢e been involved in any delinquent act but
the intervention will provide that child with neetskills which will be beneficial later during
his or her youthThe best way to limit aggressive behaviour is taknan preventing it before
the pattern is established in the child (JungedeFe& Cote, 2007). The authors further stated
that policies should support programs that prevatiter than waiting to intervene and the best
time to effectively intervene is early in the chgldife. It is a sensible idea to intervene in
children’s lives at a very tender age. This kindimervention might be viewed as wasting
resources on innocent children who are not in rdadtervention but it is better to intervene in
their lives early, to prevent the occurrence ofraggive, antisocial and delinquent behaviours
than to provide intervention to deal with these daeburs in the children or young people
(Junger, Feder, & Cote, 2007). According to Jun§eder, & Cote, (2007) children are born
with aggressive tendencies which they learn to robrthrough early socialization; physical

aggression is a symptom in different antisocialawvetur, which wrecks the life of the individual
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as well as having large and negative consequente®aety. | agree that every child is born
with aggressive tendencies but the manner in whighdealt with by those in whose care that
child is especially parents, significantly deterasrthe child’s later behaviour. It is necessary to
provide children especially those who display aggie@n with guidance or intervention early so

as to prevent them from offending.
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Conclusion

For over five decades numerous studies have shbatnetrly intervention can reduce
crime. Some of these studies include (Burgess, ;1968hikawa, 1995; Chambers, Abrami,
Massue, & Morrison, 1998; Akiba, Le Tendre, Bal&rGoseline, 2002) and many others from
the United States Department of Justice and elsewféese studies have clearly shown that
when government invest in deprived communities,ilfi@amand children society benefits as a
result of lower crime rate, reduced delinquent antisocial behaviours, a lower rate of mental
disorder, and a more tolerant and forgiving soci€he gains of early intervention also include a
more focused people, better grades and academievaahent in school, improved self- esteem
and self- confidence, better and more stable empdoy, and generally a more sophisticated

society (Burgess, 1952; U.S. Department of Jus?gep).

Children and young people are not the only onesbeaefit directly from early
intervention programs. Communities, schools, anermia can also benefit as a result of their
direct involvement in intervention programs initvas. Communities benefit from construction
of playing fields, multi- purpose courts, communigntres, indoor game facility and the training
of locals to coach people in the community and perate these facilities. Many schools that
participate in early intervention programs benigfinensely from these programs because they
are provided with the necessary equipment andsirfreture to facilitate the program. These
schools are also provided with certified and giedifstaff to undertake the program and in some
cases to train other staff members. Long afteptbgram has come to an end these schools will
be benefiting because of having trained staff &l déth various issues. It is sometimes pointless

or fruitless to intervene in children and young mlets lives, to change their attitudes and
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behaviours and they have to live with parents, alepoor and economically deprived, and do
not have the means or capacity to raise childran oaise them in a healthy environment. Many
intervention programs are designed to intervene lamdefit both the parents and children
simultaneously. These programs assist in improthegsocial conditions of the parents, improve
on their education and train them for future empient (Burgess, 1952). They also benefit in
training which teaches parents how to bring up eace for children and that which seek to
change their attitudes and behaviours. When boténpgand children go through this kind of
training and or therapy they will better understaadh other and will be less inclined to display

unwanted attitudes and behaviours.

Every child and young person whose attitude andawehr is transformed by early
intervention is a huge saving for government arel whder society. Without the necessary
intervention these young people would most likalyntout to be juvenile delinquents and
criminals as adults. Juvenile delinquency and craffiects everyone in different ways. Victims
of crime are affected psychologically, physicafipancially, emotionally and socially. Victims’
families and witnesses to crime also suffer psyatichlly, financially and emotionally. Most
victims, their families and friends, and witnessesrime are unable to meet the high cost of
treatment (The National Centre for Victims of Crim# therefore, becomes a burden for the
state to meet the financial cost associated tanteat for these individuals. Those who can pay
for treatment may never be able to recover theelargns they spent for treatment and as a result
they have incurred a financial loss. In places whbe crime rate is high there is also a high rate
of fear of crime. People are afraid to leave th@mes to participate in social activities or they
may fear that they might be the next victim. Peapl® don’'t socialize because of the fear of

crime may eventually develop stress or other rdlatental disorders which can also be another
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financial burden on the state, themselves or tla@nilies. Society has everything to gain when
government invest in early intervention programscivtseeks to correct the imbalance in social
and economical wellbeing of people. It is also mvestment where government and the public

realize huge savings as a result of reduce crirdeotirer antisocial behaviour.

Like many other studies this study encountered npaoklems but the most severe ones
are the difficulty in assessing intervention pragsa difficulty in calculation future benefits of
early intervention in monetary terms, lack of knedde of the status of former participants of
early intervention programs, difficulty in correcttalculating the total cost co crime, and the

difficulty in providing the right program for eveigdividual, family, or community.

Many intervention programs are instituted in ortbeassist children and families who are
at risk. These programs will run their course aftdrats expiration there will not be a medium
to honestly measure whether the program met alintisnded objectives. There is also the
problem of whether all the participants of a progractually needed the intervention and
whether community who needed intervention partigigain the program. Because of the
structure of a community it is sometimes diffictdtcorrectly assess who should or should not

participate in a program.

It is obvious that there are enormous future bé&né&di be derived from early intervention
programs such as reduce crime, increase socioe¢onstatus, improve education, reduce
poverty, assist in the eradication of illiteracyc.eThe cost of the investment may be very
significant but there is no mechanism to quantifg future benefits of that investment. For
example, if government decide to invest ten thodsdwllars in an early intervention program

over a period of five years. How will governmenoknhow much that was saved as a result of
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this initial investment or how much revenue thivestment created since government is

expected to gain.

Government spends large sum of money in earlyvatgion programs to alleviate the
plight of communities, families, and children whie at risk of crime, poverty and other social
injustices. Participants of such programs will Hgnenmensely during the lifetime of that
program. After the expiration of the program or whbke participants have graduated from the
program there is no follow up on these people. @hgmo information to suggest whether any

participant resorts to a life of crime or how swgsfal the participants became.

It has been established that crime is a concerreveryone and it's a detriment to
society. In places with a high rate of crime invest whether local or foreign will not open new
businesses or expand on old ones. Businesses iogarathese areas might face the likelihood
of closure if they are being affected, directlydsyminal activities. Every country needs private
investment or business expansion in order to spom@mic growth. In crime ridden areas public
facilities or infrastructure are vandalize and mokdown causing government to incur an
additional expense additional expenses and thagigbtleprived of the use of the facility at a
cost to them. Crime also affects the mental or Ipshgical state of individual members of
society. As a result of criminal activities peopbay decide not to socialize or to go on errands.
They prefer to stay within the comfort of their hesnand pay others to run errands for them.
This kind of behaviour may cause these people pemence extreme pressure and stress which
may lead to other psychological or mental disordiersuch cases it will be very difficult to

correctly calculate the total cost of crime.
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The needs of society are wide and varied and iddals, families and communities have
different needs. It is impractical to provide eactlividual with the ideal intervention program.
People may find themselves in programs which maybeothe ideal for them but because of
their condition and situation they are made parthat program. If everyone was to have their
ideal intervention program then there would be sy@ograms in a community at any one time
to meet the needs of that community. This wouldabeery costly venture to undertake. Many
intervention programs contain aspects of variotsruentions, combined to form one program

so that is intended to meet the needs of a comgnanigroup.

Taking into account the different problems encorgteduring this research it is
imperative for researchers to address some of theseerns. It is therefore necessary for
program officials to measure the extent to whichgpams meet their intended objectives and
whether the participants actually needed the iet@ion. In other to achieve this goal officials
will have to correctly assess the intended paicip. These officials must be honest and should

not allow their subjectivity to interfere in thelecision.

In the interest of presenting the public some faimeasurement in monetary terms,
government should institute a standard format tantjty the future benefits of crime. This
standardize procedure should also be able to nmeassiraccurately as possible the cost
associated to crime. This can be accomplished Hiabmyating with various agencies,
institutions, and employers. When a victim of crigees to hospital for problems associated to
his or her victimization, hospital officials shoulgt the facts and keep proper records and the
cost associated to the person’s visit or visitscwhinclude the cost of treatment and various

tests.
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Another mechanism that should be implemented isntervention program participants
to be monitored. This will serve as a record foveggoment to know whether these former
participants attitudinal and behavioural changeldeen sustained and they are living productive
lives or whether they resort to criminal behavidDurrently, not every child entering school is
assessed for at risk behaviours. Those who arssesta@re suspected of going through some
difficulties in the community or with their famike It would be a good practice for government
to provide schools with qualified counsellors ahdraipist so that the children could be assessed
and evaluated throughout their school days. Thik alp to uncover difficulties in children
lives at a particular period and assist them befbese difficulties manifest into more serious

problems.

In order to assess the impact of these intervemrograms there must be more research
which evaluates programs in order to see whetleepthgram is meeting its intended objectives.
It will also furnish policy makers with informatiowhich would assist them in identifying the
strengths and weaknesses of the program and whitdiiteprogram should be discontinued or
improved upon. The government and the people otthmtry must know whether the program
is making any improvement in the lives of the téedepeople and one way to achieve that is

through research.

It is essential to evaluate the economic impactthafse programs or carry out an
economic analysis. This will indicate whether thisreoo much wastage in one area or too much
is being spent on programs that are not effectrveob meeting its stated objectives. It will also
indicate how well one program is doing in compariseith another. “Policy makers and

researchers should play a greater role in enstiiigprevention programs include, as part of the
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original research design, provision for an econoamalysis, preferably a benefit-cost analysis”

(Welsh, & Farrington, 2000).



Early Intervention 38

REFERENCES

Akiba, M., Le Tendre, G. K., Baker, D. P., & Goselj B. (2002). Student victimization:
national and school system effects on school veden 37 nationsAmerican
Educational Research Journal, 39 (4), 829-853.Retrieved on November 10, 2008, from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3202448

Barnett, S. W. (1995). Long-term effects of eathyjidhood programs on cognitive and school
outcomesThe Future of Children, 5 (3), 25-50. Retrieved on October 29. 2008, from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1602366

Barnett, S. W., & Escobar, C. M. (1987). The ecoiwsmf early educational intervention: a

reviewEarly Intervention Research Institute, 57 (4), 387-414Retrieved on October 29,

2008, fromhttp://www.jstor.org/stable/1170429

Bureau of Justice Assistance, (1992grtnership To Prevent Youth Violence. NCJ 148459.

Washington DC: Author

Burgess, E. W. (1952). The economic factors of pileedelinquencyThe Journal of Criminal
Law, Criminology, and Police Science, 43 (1). Retrieved on October 29, 2008, from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1138990

Chambers, B., Abrami, P. C., Massue, F. M., & Msomn, S. (1998). Success for All: evaluating
an early-intervention program for children at refkschool failureCanadian Journal of
Education, 23 (4), 357-372. Retrieved on October 10, 2008, from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1585752




Early Intervention 39

Gibson, D. (2006, December 7). Preschoolers a smwedtmentThe West Australian.

Retrieved November 18, 2008, from LexisNexis Dasaba

Jessop, D., (2007, July 23). Who benefits from efinRetrieved October 28, 2008, from

www.bbc.co.uk/Caribbean/news/story/2007/07/prirgdi0723 jessop23july.shtim

Junger, M., Feder, L., & Cote, S. M. (2007). Polimyplications of present knowledge on the
development and prevention of physical aggres&taropean Journal of Criminal

Policy and Research. Retrieved November 18, 2008, from ProQuest Database

Nash, J. C. (2006). Early intervention as a crime@ntion strategy: assessing the empirical
evidenceDivision of Research and Advance Studies, University of Cincinnati. Retrieved

on November 10, 2008, from

Office of Planning and Development (200Jell designed family interventions reduce crime
and save taxpayers money. Retrieved October 28, 2@in

www.co.hennepin.mn.us/opd/reports/categories.htm

The National Center for Victims’ of Crime. Mentakklth consequences of crime.

U.S. Department Of Justice (200Bpys and girls clubs of America. (BJA, Publication No. FS

000263). Washington DC: Gist, N. E.

U.S. Department Of Justice (200The role of local government in community safety. ( BJA,
Publication No. NCJ 184218). Washington DC: pregdrgthe International Centre for
the Prevention of Crime.

Yoshikawa, H. (1995). Long- term effects of eathyidghood programs on social outcomes and



Early Intervention 40

delinquencyThe Future of Children, 5 (3). Retrieved on October 29, 2008, from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1602367

Welsh, B. C., & Farrington, D. P. (2000). Monetansts and benefits of crime prevention
programsCrime and Justice, 27, 305-361 Retrieved on October 29, 2008, from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1147666




Early Intervention 41

Appendix
| have replicated the tests conducted in theseestudamely; U.S. Department of Justice
(2001), Burgess (1952), Planning and Developmed®1}®, and Barnett (1995). These tests are
significant and meet the requirement of my studgdifionally, they were administered in
accordance with proper ethical and legal standgalserning the conduct of researchers in

carrying out research.

Table 1

Prevention Programs Targeting Risk Factors for Youh Ages 12—-18 Showing
Reductions in Delinquency

Responsibility and assistance
(Halt, Netherlands)

Incentives to complete school
(Quantum Cpportunities, USA)

Functional family therapy
(Lund, Sweden)

Training and support to find
employment (Job Corps, USA)

—80 -70 —80 -50 —40 -30 —20 -0 -D
Percent crime reduced
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Table 2
Pearsonian
Conditions Correlated with Delinquency Correlation
Chicago, families on relief, 1934 89 + .01
Cleveland, families on relief 93 + .02
Columbus, dependency, 1919 83 =+ .05
Richmond, dependents 18 = .06
Chicago, non-support, 1929-354 .87
Boston, unemployed males 85 = .03
Columbus, Ohio, Median rentals, 1930 84 = 04

Table 2, indicate conditions correlated with deliagcy in some Unites States cities, during the

early to mid 1900s. They suggest a high level ofgpty and social problems which are related to
crime and delinquency.
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Table 3

Rates for juvenile delinquency Pearsonian

correlated with certain conditions Correlation
Adult males arrested, Cincinnati 93 + .02
Truancy rates (Chicago) 1927-33 90 =+ .01
Boys Court rates (Chicago) 1924-26 90 + .01
T'uberculosis rate (Chicago) 1931-37 93 + .01
Mental disorder (Chicago) 1927-33 J2 =+ .01
Infant mortality (Chicago) 64 += 01

Table 3 shows the rate of juvenile delinquencyadrrelation to certain conditions. This table
indicate a very high rate of adult arrest, truamayeniles in court, diseases and infant mortality
in 2 U.S. cities between 1924 and 1937
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Table 4

Reduction of Criminal Activity in Public Places Whee Boys and Girls Clubs
Are Present

44

Crack presence

Drug activity

Juvenile crimes

| L 1
-25 =20 -15 -10 -5 -0

Percent crime reduced
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Table 5

Crime Crime
Prevention 1 Prevention

Type of Program

: Rate as Rate as

: Juveniles | Adults
Home visit/day care I 24% 1. 9%
Parenttraining........i.. 29%. b 1%,
Delinguency/prevention 8% 8%

Figure 5, gives an indication of the success raset on a pilot program, of children who were
diverted from a life of crime. The data showedtype of program and the crime prevention and
delinquency rate for both juveniles and adults.
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Table 6
Present Value of Costs and Benefits per Child in
1990 Dollars Discounted at a Real Rate of 5%
Recipients of Costs and Benefits
Cost or Benefit
Whole Praschool General
Society Participants Public
Preschool Cost= -5 12,356 5 0 -5 12,356
Measured Benefits
Child Care 738 738 0
K - 12 Education 6,872 0 6,872
Adult Education 283 0 283
Colleget -Bod o -868
Ernploymente 14,498 10,269 4,229
Crime 4,044 ] 49,044
Welfare 219 -2,193 2412
Benefit Subtotal S 70876 5 8814 561972
Projected Benefits
Earnings 15.833 11.215 4.618
Crime 21,337 0 21,337
Welfare A4 -440) 506
Total Benefits 5108.002 519,569 5 88,433
Net Present Value S 95,646 5195469 $ 76,077

7 Costs and cost increases appedr as negathve numbers

" some small porfion of colege costs s likely to hove been bome by the participants. but this coukd not be esti-
mated from the avalable inforrmation,

“The benafits raportad for employment incluge all costs paid by the employer to hire a participant, Allocation
to participants and the general pubdic assurme that: (1) the manginal tax rate is 25%, (2) the value of fringe ben-
efits received by the employes eqguals 10% of salary, ard (3) the value of other fringe benafits paid by the
employer {for example, the employer's share of Social Security poayvments) equals 1% of sakary,

Figure 6 indicates the value of Costs and Benpé&tsChild in 1990. This table shows the cost of
various interventions during the year for one phnest child and the future benefits to be
derived.



