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| ASSENT

[L.S] PEARLETTE LOUISY,

Governor-General.

20th January, 2003.

SAINT LUCIA

No. 9 of 2003

AN AcTtomakeprovisionsrelatingtothecarrying andtheuseof firearms
and ammunition, to give legal effect and to provide for the
implementation of the Inter-American Convention against the lllicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition,
Explosives, and other Related Materials, and to provide for related
matters.

[ ON ORDER ]
BEIT ENACTED by theQueen’ sMost Excellent Mgjesty, by andwith

the advice and consent of the House of Assembly and the Senate of Saint
Lucia, and by the authority of the same asfollows:
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PART |
PRrELIMINARY

Short title and commencement

1. — (1) ThisAct may be cited as the Firearms Act 2003.

(2) This Act shall come into force on a date to be fixed by the

Minister by Order in the Gazette.

Interpretation

2. Inthis Act —
“acquire” includes buy, accept as a gift or borrow;
“ammunition” includes—

(a) ammunition for any firearm, restricted ammunition, grenades,
bombs and other similar prohibited missileswhether capable
of use with afirearm or not;

(b) the complete round or its components, including cartridges
cases, primers, propel lants, powder, bulletsand projectilesthat
are used in any firearm;

“antiquefirearm” meansany firearm that isnot lessthan fifty years
old and isincapable of being fired and includes any replica of
such firearm;

“antique firearm collectors licence” means an antique firearm
collectorslicencereferred to in section 17;

“appropriate authority” meansthe Commissioner of Police;

“approved instructor of a designated institution” means a person
appointed as such pursuant to section 41(5);

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Police;
“Comptroller” means Comptroller of Customs and Excise;

“designated ingtitution” meansan ingtitution designated as such under
section 41.

“estate gun licence” means an estate gun icence referred to in
section referred to in section 14;

“firearm” means —
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(a) any lethal barrelled weapon capable of discharging any
shot, bullet or missile;

(b) any restricted or prohibited weapon;
(c) any component part of aweapon describedin (a) or (b); or

(d) any accessory to any such weapon described in (a) or
(b) designed or adapted to diminish the noise, flash or
discharge of such weapon;

“firearm dealer” means a person who holds avalid firearm dealer
licence;

“firearm dedler licence” means afirearm dealer licencereferred to
in section 15;

“firearm export licence” means a firearm export licence referred
toinsection 21;

“firearm import licence” means a firearm import licence referred
toinsection 21;

“firearm user licence” means a firearm user licence referred to in
section 13;

@ “firearm user employee (sub-licence)” means a firearm user @
(employee) sub-licence referred to in section 20;

“imitation firearm” means any toy or object having the appearance
of afirearm whether or not it is capable of discharging ashat,
bullet or other missile;

“licence” means alicence or a sub licence issued pursuant to this
Act

“Minister” meansthe Minister responsible for Security;

“police officer” means a member of the Royal Saint Lucia Police
Force apointed pursuant to the Police Ordinance 1965,
No. 30;

“premises’ include buildingsand land;
“prescribed means prescribed in Regul ationsmade under thisAct;

“prohibited weapon” means any firearm, ammunition or weapon
referred toin section 3 and includesreplicaof such prohibited

weapon;

“provisional licencemeansaprovisional licencereferredtoin
section 5;
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“public place” includes any highway, premisesor placetowhich at
the material time, the public has or is permitted to have
access whether by payment of a fee or otherwise;

“restricted ammunition” meansany ammunition designed or adapted
to contain any noxiousliquid, gas or other substance;

“restricted person” means a person who within the preceding five
years —

(a) has been so declared under section 11;

(b) hasbeen convicted of an offenceinvolving violence and
sentenced to a term of imprisonment exceeding six
months; or

(c) is over eighteen years and has been convicted of an
indictable offence and sentenced to a term of
imprisonment exceeding two years,

“restricted weapon” means any weapon designed or adapted for
the discharge of noxiousliquid, gas or other substance;

“shot gun” means a smooth bore gun with abarrel of not less than
eighteen inches, not being an air gun and includes any
component part, or any accessory of it designed or adapted to

@ diminish the noise or flash caused by firing such gun; @
“shooting club licence” meansashooting clublicencereferredtoin
section 18;

“dlaughtering instrument” means a weapon designed or adapted
for the instantaneous slaughter or instantaneous stunning of
animalswith aview to slaughter;

“gporting firearm” means —

(a) a.22calibrepistol with abarrel length of four inchesand
above;

(b) a.22 calibrerifle with abarrel length of eighteen inches
and above;

(c) ashotgun with a barrel length of twenty-six inches and
above and includes any other firearm designed or
modified for sporting purposes,

“sporting firearm licence” means a sporting firearm licence

referred to in section 19;

“tradeasadealer infirearms’ meanstoimport, deal in, repair, test,
prove, sell or make firearms or ammunition or both which are
not prohibited weapons,
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“transfer” includes let, hire, give, lend or part with possession.

Prohibited weapons and ammunition

3.— (1) Subject to thisAct, aperson shall not use, purchase, acquire
or have in his or her possession, import or export, carry, manufacture,
supply or offer to supply to another, be concerned in the supplying to
another, of any of the following —

(a) any firearmwhichisso designed or adapted that, if pressure
is applied to the trigger, missiles continue to be discharged
until pressure is removed form the trigger or the magazine
containing theammunition isempty;

(b) any weapon designed to fire any rocket and any other
projectile;

(c) any firearm or ammunition which has been cut down,
converted or otherwise changed fromitsoriginal form other
than a shot gun the barrel of which has been lawfully
shortened under section 16;

(d) any firearm or ammunition which bears the appearance of
having been manufactured in aplace other than aplacewhere
firearms or ammunition are normally manufactured for
@ commerce or by a person other than a person engaged in @
the commercial manufacture of firearms;

(e) any live bomb or live grenade except a hand grenade
manufactured for the purpose of extinguishing fires.

(2) The Minister may exempt any person or class of personsfrom
the provisions of this section.

(3) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in any other
enactment, a person who contravenes subsection (1) commitsan offence
andisliable on conviction be sentenced to aterm of imprisonment for not
less than fifteen years.

PART 11
APPLICATION FOR LICENCE

Application for and grant of licence

4.— (1) A person may apply to the appropriate authority in the form
prescribed for any licence referred to in Part 111.

(2) An applicant for a licence shall at the time of making the
application, supply three recent passport size photographs of himself or
herself, one of which shall be affixed to the licenceat the time of issue.
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(3) An application under subsection (1) shall be accompanied by the
prescribed fee.

(4) The appropriate authority may subject to subsection (8), section
11, 17(2), 18(2), 19(2) or 20(2) as the case may be, grant or renew a
licenceif the appropriate authority is satisfied —

(a) that the applicant —

(i) isqualified or competent to hold the licence applied for and
has completed a course in firearms and ammunition
safety;

(i) holds a certificate of competence, obtained from a
designated institution, a copy of which must be attached to
the application;

(ii) hasgood causefor purchasing, acquiring or for havinginhis
or her possession the firearm or ammunition in respect of
which the applicationismade;

(iv) isnot aprohibited person under section 11;

(v) has a good knowledge of the law in force in Saint Lucia
relating to firearms and ammunition.

(b) that the grant of the licence will not endanger the public or the
peace; and

(c) that the applicant has made adequate provision for keeping the
firearm and ammunition in a secure place when not in use.

(d) in the case of afirearm user licence, an estate gun licence, a
sporting firearm licence or a firearm user (employee)
sub-licence, the applicant has previously been granted a
provisional licence or has been exempted from the
requirement of a provisional licence by the appropriate
authority onthe basis of having previously held alicence.

(5) Subject to section 15(2), 17(5) or 18( 11), where an applicant is
desirous of possessing more than one firearm, he or she shall in
accordance with this section, submit an application in respect of each
such firearm.

(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, aperson shall
not be granted alicence unless the appropriate authority is satisfied that
the person has ajustifiable need to own afirearm.

Provisional licence

5.— (1) Where the appropriate authority is satisfied that a person,
who applies under section 4 for a firearm user licence, an estate gun
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licence, a sporting firearm licence or a firearm user (employee)
sub-licence, isfit to possess afirearm, the appropriate authority may on
payment of fee by the aplicant grant a provisional licence in the form
prescribed.

(2) A provisional licence shall be valid for six months and shall be
subject to the conditions set out in the provisional Icence.

(3) The holder of a provisiona licence is not authorised by the
provisional licence to possess, purchase or acquire afirearm.

(4) A provisional licenceentitlesapersononly to useafirearmona
shooting range under the supervision of adesignated institution.

Qualification for licence originally applied for

6. Where a person has successfully complied with the conditions
of aprovisional licence, the appropriate authority may, if satified that the
holder qualifies fo a licence in accordance wih section 4(5) grant the
licence originally applied for, on payment of the prescribed fee by the
holder.

Duration of licence

7.—(1) A firearm user licence, an estate gun licence, afirearm dealer
licence, a sporting firearm licence, an antique firearm collector licence
or afirearm user (employees) licence shall unless revoked, be for the
period specified on the licence and shall be renewable.

(2) The holder of a firearm user licence, an estate gun licence, a
sporting firearm licence, an antique firearm collector licence, afirearm
user (employee) sub-licence or ashooting club licence shall submit hisor
her firearm for inspectionimmediately prior to renewal and the firearm
shall betested for worthiness by afirearms examiner authorised for that
purpose by the appropriate authority.

(3) The provisions of section 4 shall apply in relation to an
application for renewal of alicence.

Suspension

8.—(1) The appropriate authority may suspend with immediate
effect any licence if in hisor her opinionitisinthe publicinterest to do
so or pending the outcome of any proceedings against a holder—

(a) pursuant to the provisions of thisAct;

(b) pursuant to the provisions of any other law in forcein Saint
Lucia where the holder is charged with an
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offence in which he or she uses afirearm or ammunition in
the course or furtherance of the commission of the offence.

(2) Where the appropriate authority has suspended a licence
under subsection (1), the appropriate authority shall notify the holder in
writing of the suspension and the holder of thelicence shall deliver hisor
her licence together with the firearm or ammunition to which such
licence relates, to the appropriate authority within seven days of the
delivery of the notice.

(3) A person who without lawful excuse (proof of which shall lie
on him or her), fails to comply with a notice under subsection (2),
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to afine of not less than
five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not less than one
year or both.

(4) Notwithstanding the outcome of proceedings against a holder
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, the appropriate authority may if he
or she hasreasonable causeto do so, revoke alicencewhichissuspended
and the provisions of subsections (2) and (3) shall apply with any
modifications necessary.

Revocation
@ 9.— (1) Subject to section 10, the appropriate authority may revoke a @
licenceif :

(a) the appropriate authority is satisfied that the holder —

(i) is prohibited from possessing a firearm or ammunition
under section 11;

(i) hasintemperate habits or is of unsound mind;
(ifi) isunder the age of eighteen;

(iv) is for any reason considered unfit to be entrusted with a
firearm;

(b) the holder failsto comply with anotice under subsection (2);

(c) theholder ischarged with or convicted of an offencein which
the use of a firearm or ammunition is an element of the
offence;

(d) the holder has ceased to be amember of ashooting club where
he or she was licensed for that purpose;

(e) theholder failsto comply with any of the provisionsin Parts|V,
V and VI.
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(2) Where the appropriate authority revokes alicence under this
section the appropriate authority shall notify the holder inwriting of the
revocation and the holder of the licence shall deliver hisor her licence
together with the firearm or ammunition to which such licencerelates, to
the appropriate authority within three days of the date of delivery of the
notice to the holder of the licence.

(3) Where a licence is revoked pursuant to the provisions of
subsection (1)(a) or (c) and the holder thereof holds several licences,
then all such other licences or permits shall be deemed to have been
revoked and the provisions of subsections (2) and (3) shall apply with
any modifications necessary.

(4) A personwho without lawful excuse (proof of which shall lieon
him or her), fails to comply with a notice under subsection (2) commits
an offence and isliable on conviction to afine of ten thousand dollars or
to imprisonment for aterm of three years or both.

Appeals

10.—(1) An applicant aggrieved by a decision of the appropriate
authority —

(a) refusing to grant alicence;

(b) refusing to amend any licence;

(c) revokingany licence; or

(d) refusing to grant any exemption pursuant to section 23;

who desires to question the validity of the refusal or revocation, on the
ground that the refusal or revocation is not with the powers of the
appropriate authority or that any requirement of this Act has not been
complied with in relation to the refusal or revocation, may make an
application to the High Court under this section in accordance with any
rules of court for the time being in force.

(2) Where the aggrieved party isthe holder of alicence and hasin
his or her possession the firearm or ammunition which is the subject
matter of the appeal, the firearm or ammunition shall be deposited with
the appropriate authority before the application under subsection (1) is
made.

(3) Thissection shall not apply to adecision made by the appropriate
authority under section 11.
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Prohibitions in relation to licences

11.— (1) A licence shall not be granted to a person with
respect to a prohibited weapon.
(2) A licence shall not be granted to a person —
(a) who isrestricted person under thisAct;

(b) of intemperate habits or a known violent nature;
(c) under the age of eighteen;

(d) who for any reason is considered unfit to be entrusted with a
firearm or ammunition.

(3) A court before which aperson is convicted of an offence under
this Act or any law in force in Saint Lucia prior to the coming into
operation of this Act dealing with the importation, exportation,
possession or use in Saint Lucia of any firearm or ammunition may
declare that person a restricted person for the purposes of this Act.

False statement in connection with licence

12. Any personwho, in or in connection with, an application for the
grant of alicence, makesastatement or providesinformation that to his
@ or her knowledge is false, is commits an offence and is liable on sum- @
mary convictionto afine of ten thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for a
term of three years or both.

PART 11
CATEGORIES OF LICENCES

Firearm user licence
13.—(1) In accordance with section 4—

(a) a persondesirousof using, carrying, possessing, purchasing or
acquiring a firearm or ammunition may apply to the
appropriate authority for afirearm user licence; and

(b) the appropriate authority may grant the firearm user licence;
(2) A firearm user licence authorises the holder to use, possess,

purchase or acquire in accordance with the terms thereof, the firearm or
ammunition identified or defined in the firearm user licence.

(3) The appropriate authority may on the application of the holder
of afirearm user licence, authorise any person specified by the holder to
carry or usethefirearm or ammunition to, from or on premises belonging
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to the holder and the names of such persons (hereinafter referred to as
authorised persons’) shall be endorsed on the firearm user licence.

(4) The appropriate authority shall not endorse a firearm user
licence under subsection (2) unless satisfied that the authorised person
or persons have adequate proficiency in the use and management of the
firearm or ammunition to which the firearm user licence rel ates.

(5) The holder of afirearm user licence may on application to the
appropriate authority have the licence amended by replacing the names
of authorised persons endorsed thereon.

(6) The appropriate authority shall issue and sign a certificate
stating that an authorised person or persons named isentitled to carry or
use such firearm or ammunition to which the firearm user licence realtes
and the duration of such entitlement.

(7) The authorised person or persons shall produce such certificate
at the request of the police officer or other authorised officer.

(8) A firearm user licence shall be in the form prescribed.

Estate gun licence

14.—(1) In accordance with section 4 —

(a) a person desirous of using, carrying, possessing, purchasing or
acquiring ashot gun may apply to the appropriate authority for
an estate gun licence;and

(b) the appropriate authority may grant the estate gun licence.

(2) An estate gun licence authorises the holder to use or carry,
possess, purchase, or acquire ashot gun and ammunition therefor.

(3) The appropriate authority may on the application of the holder
of an estate gun licence, authorise any employee specified by the holder
to carry or use such shot gun and ammunition to which the estate gun
licencerelatesto, from or on land belonging to the holder and the names
of such employees (hereinafter referred to as “authorised employees’)
shall be endorsed on the estate gun licence.

(4) The appropriate authority shall not endorse an estate gun li-
cence under subsection (2), unless satisfied that the authorised employ-
ees have adequate proficiency in the use and management of the shot
gun or ammunition to which the estate gun licence relates.
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(5) The holder of an estate gun licence may on application to the
appropriate authority have the estate gun licence amended by replacing
the names of authorised employees endorsed thereon.

(6) The appropriate authority shall issue and sign a certificate
stating that an authorised employee named is entitled to carry or use a
shot guntowhich the estate gun licence relates and the duration of such
entitlement.

(7) An authorised employee shall produce a certificate issued
pursuant to subsection (6) at the request of the police officer or other
authorised office.

(8) An estate gun licence shall be in the form prescribed.

Firearm dealer licence
15.—(1) In accordance with section 4 —

(a) a person who isdesirous of carrying on business or conducting
trade as adealer in firearms or ammunition may apply to the
appropriate authority for afirearm deaer licence; and

(b) the appropriate authority may grant the firearm dealer licence.

@ (2) The provisions of section 4(6) shall not apply in the case of an @
application for afirearm dealer licence.

(3) A firearm dealer licence authorisesthe holder toimport, deal in,
repair, test, prove and sell firearmsand ammunition (not being prohibited
weapons) in the ordinary course of business in accordance with the
terms of such licence at a place specified in the licence.

(4) A firearm dealer shall keep a register of transactions setting
out —

(a) the quantities and descriptions of firearms and ammunition
purchased or acquired with the makes and addresses of the
sellers or transferors and the dates of the several transactions,

(b) the quantities and descriptions of firearms and ammunition
accepted for sale, repair, test, proof, cleaning, storage,
destruction or other purpose, with the names and addresses of
the transferors and the dates of the several transactions;

(c) thequantitiesand description of firearmsand ammunition sold
and transferred with the names and addresses of the purchasers
and transferees (except in cases where the purchasers are
transferees), and the dates of the several transactions;

(d) particulars of all firearms and ammunition acquired by him or
her.
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(5) A firearm dealer shall forward to the appropriate authority
every three months, a true extract of the register kept under subsection
(4) in respect of all transactions entered during the preceding month, or,
if there were no such transactions, a statement to that effect.

(6) A firearm dealer shall produce for inspection the book of
entries specified in subsection (4) on request by apolice officer or other
authorised officer.

(7) The holder of a afirearm dealer licence shall not deal in fire-
armsor ammunition except at the premises specified in hisor her firearm
dealer licence.

(8) A personwho failsto comply with the provisions of this section
commits an offence and isliable on summary conviction to afine of not
less than twenty thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term of not
less than seven years or to both.

(9) A firearm dealer licence shall be in the form prescribed.

Converting firearm

16.—(1)Subject to subsection (2), aperson other than afirearm dealer
shall not—

(a) shortenthebarrel of ashot gunto alength of lessthan eighteen
inches;

(b) convert into afirearm anything which is not afirearm;

(c) convert into a restricted weapon anything which is not a
restricted weapon; or

(d) convert into a prohibited weapon anything which is not a
prohibited weapon.

(2) A firearm dealer shall not, without the prior written approval of
the appropriate authority, do any of the things referred to in subsection
1).

(3) A person who contravenes this section commits an offence and
is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for aterm of not less
than fiveyearsor on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for aterm
of not less than fifteen years.

Antique firearm collector licence

17.—(1) In acccordance with section 4 —
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(a) apersonwho isdesirous of operating as a collector may apply
to the appropriate authority for an antique firearm collector
licence; and

(b) the appropriate authority may subject to subsection (2) grant
the antique firearm collector licence.

(2) The appropriate authority shall not grant an antique firearm
collector licence unless satisfied that the applicant has special
knowledge of and experience in the history and characteristics of the
antique firearms and ammunition he or she desiresto collect.

(3) A holder of antique firearm collector licence may collect, keep,
store and dispose of the antique firearms in accordance with the terms
of, and at a place specified, inthat antique firearm collector licence.

(4) A holder of a an antique firearm collector licence shall —

(a) keep in the manner and form to be prescribed by the
appropriate authority, aregister of hisor her stock of firearms
and all transactions relating to that stock with the names and
addresses of persons involved in those transactions and the
dates of those transactions;

@ (b) prior to any transaction relating to hisor her stock of firearms, @
notify the appropriate authority of such transaction with the
names and addresses of personsinvolved in those transactions,
the nature of the transaction and the dates of those transactions.

(5) The provisions of section 4(6) shall not apply in the case of an
application for an antique firearm collector licence.

(6) A personwho failsto comply with subsection (4) commits an
offence and is liable on summary conviction to afine not less than five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan one year
or to both.

(7) An antique firearm collector licence shall be in the form
prescribed.

Shooting club licence
18.—(1) In accordance with section 4 —
(a) aperson desirious of —
(i) maintaining ashooting range at aplace specified therein;

(ii) organising sporting eventsinvolving the use of firearmsat
that shooting range; and
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(iii) providing facilitiesfor target practice upon such range;

may apply to the appropriate authority for a shooting club licence;
and

(b) the appropriate authority may subject to subsection (2) grant
the shooting club licence.

(2) The appropriate authority shall not grant ashooting club licence
to aclub unless satisfied that —

(a) the rules of the club have been approved by the appropriate
authority inwriting;

(b) the primary purpose of the shooting club is to conduct target
practice and sporting events;

(c) thelocation, construction and equipment of each shooting range,
and proposed shooting range of the shooting club isappropriate
having regard to the need to protect persons from death or
injury and property from unlawful destruction or damage;

(d) the applicant —

(i) demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the
obligationsof an approved shooting club and theindividual’s
proposed position under thisAct;

(i) isof good repute;

(e) the club will be conducted with proper regard to the
preservation of the public safety or the peace.

(3) Any amendment to the rules of the club referred to in subsection
(2) (a) shall not have effect unless approved by the appropriate
authority.

(4) Inapproving therule pursuant to subsection (2), the appropriate
authority shall take into consideration the criteriafor membership of the
club and may in particular require the rules to make provision for —

(a) the suspension or expulsion from membership of personswho
are convicted of an offence under this Act;
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(b) any matter which the appropriate authority thinks necessary
for carrying thisAct into effect.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the Minister may by Order
published in the Gazette pronounce standards to be adhered to by a
shooting club.

(6) Where the Minister sets standards under subsection (5) an
applicant for a shooting club licence shall not be issued a shooting club
licence unless such standard is satisfied.

(7) Where the Minister sets standards for a shooting club under
subsection (5) any club aready in existence shall comply with the
standards set within six months.

(8) A club which fails to satisfy any standards laid down by the
Minister under subsection (5) commits an offence and isliableto afine
of fivethousand dollars and to afine of two hundred dollarsfor each day
during which the offence continues.

(9) A shooting club licence authorises the holder to —
@ (a) maintain a shooting range at a place specified therein; @
(b) organise sporting eventsinvolving thefirearms at that shooting
range;
(c) providefacilitiefor target practice at the shooting range.

(20) A shooting club shall within seven days after the 31% of March,
the 30" of June, the 30" of September and the 31% of December in every
year, submit returns to the appropriate authority showing —

(a) the dates upon which functions involving the discharge of
firearms were held by the shooting club whether alone or in
conjunction with any other shooting club, and the names of the
members of the shooting club participating in those functions;
and

(b) an account of theammunition used at the functionsreferred to
in paragraph (a).
(12) It shall betheduty of the shooting club to keep such recordsas
will enableit to make the returnsreferred to in subsection (5).

(12) If any return is not furnished in accordance with subsection
(5), or if the return is incomplete, misleading or inaccurate, or if any
record required under that subsection to be kept is not kept, the
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secretary, the chairperson and members of the executive committee or
governing body of the shooting club commits an offence.

(13) Subject to subsection (14), the appropriate authority may on
the application of a shooting club, grant an exemption to the
provisions of thisAct to alow members of the shooting club to possess
sporting firearms and ammunition upon the premises of such shooting
club without holding a licence therefore for the purpose of target
practice.

(14) For sporting purposes, the appropriate authority may upon
application of a shooting club, approve the use in target practice of any
firearm of 9mm calibre and aboveif the appropriate authority issatisfied
that —

(a) thereisadequate provision by the shooting club for keeping the
firearm and ammunition in a secure place when not in use;

(b) the ammunition shall not be removed from the shooting club
nor the firearm loaded or discharged in any place other than
the shooting range of shooting club.

(15) A shooting club which failsto comply with the provisions of this
sectioniscommitsan offence and liable on summary convictionto afine
@ of five thousand dollars and to revocation of its shooting club licence. @
The future for a period to be determined by the appropriate authority.

(16) Theprovisionsof section 4 (6) shall not apply inthe case of an
application for ashooting club licence.

(17) A shooting club licence shall bein theform prescribed.

Sporting firearm licence

19.— (1) In accordance with section 4 —

(a) a person who is desirous of using, possessing or carrying a
sporting firearm for sporting purposes may apply to the
appropriate authority for a sporting firearm licence; and

(b) the appropriate authority may subject to subsection (2) grant
the sporting firearm licence.

(2) Subject to this Act, the appropriate authority shall not grant a
sporting firearm licence unless—

(a) it is satisfied that the applicant is a current member of a
licensed shooting club;
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(b) theapplicant demonstratesthat the licenceisrequired for sport
or target shooting;

(c) theapplicant demonstratesthat he or she intendsto participate
in sport or target shooting competitions; or

(d) any combination of (a), (b) and (c) are applicable.
(3) A sporting firearm licence authorises the holder to —

(a) engage in sport or target shooting on a shooting range
maintained by ashooting club;

(b) engage in sport or target shooting competitions held by a
shooting club whether alone or in conjunction with any other
shooting club;

(c) subject to the provisions of any law regulating hunting, may
engagein recreationa hunting.

(4) The provisions of section 4(6) shall not apply in the case of an
application for asporting firearm licence.

(5) A sporting firearm licence shall be in the form prescribed.

Firearm user (employee) sub-licence

20.—(1) In accordance with section 4 —

(a) a person who is acting with the written consent of the holder
of afirearm user licencein respect of aparticular firearm speci-
fied in the firearm user licence may apply to the appropriate
authority for a firearm user (employee) sub-licence which
shall allow such person to keep, carry and use in connection
with the business of the holder of the firearm user licence that
particular firearm or ammunition; and

(b) theappropriate authority may grant thefirearm user (employee)
sub-licence subject to subsection (2).

(2) The appropriate authority may not issue a firearm (employee)
sub-licence unless satisfied that the applicant has adequate proficiency
in the use and management of the firearm or ammunition to which the
application relates.

(3)A firearm user (empoyee) sub-licence shall be in the form
prescribed.
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Firearm import or export licence

21.—(1) A personshall notimport into or export from Saint Luciaany
firearm or ammunition except unless he or sheisthe holder of afirearm
import licence or a firearm export licence granted by the appropriate
authority.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an
offenceandisliable;

(a) inthe case of aprohibited weapon —

(i) onsummary conviction to imprisonment for aterm of not
less than five years;

(i) onconviction onindictment to imprisonment for aterm of
not less than twenty years;

(b) inthe case of arestricted weapon or restricted ammunition —

(i) onsummary convictiontoimprisonment for aterm of not
less than five years; or

(i) onconviction onindictment to imprisonment for aterm of
not less than fifteen years;

@ (c) inany other case — @

(i) on summary conviction to a fine of not less than ten
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not less
than three years;

(i) onconviction onindictment to imprisonment for aterm of
not less than ten years

PART IV
ProHiBITIONS IN RESPECT OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION

Prohibition against possession without a licence

22.—(1) A person shall not bein possession or control of a prohibited
weapon except as authorized by thelaw in forcein Saint Lucia

(2) A person shall not be in possession or control of arestricted
weapon except as authorized by the appropriate authority under thisAct.

(3) Subject to section 23 and to section 54 a person shall not bein
possession of any other firearm or ammunition without valid licence
issued pursuant to this Act.
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(4) A person who contravenes subsection (1), (2) or (3) commits
an offence and isliable —

(a) if in possession or control of a restricted weapon or
restricted ammunition —

(i) on summary conviction, to a fine of not less than ten
thousand dollars or imprisonment for aterm of not less
than five years;

(if) on conviction onindictment to imprisonment for aterm of
not less than ten years,

(b) in any other case —

(i) on summary conviction to afine of not less than fifteen
thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm of not less
than seven years;

(if) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for aterm
of not less than ten years.

(5) In any prosecution for an offence under this section a person
who —
(a) without reasonable excuse isin the company of a person who
@ uses a firearm to commit any offence or an offence involving @
an assault or theresisting of lawful apprehension of himself or
herself or any other person;

(b) hasin his or her possession or under his or her control any
vehicleinwhichisfound any firearm or ammunition;

shall if the circumstances give rise to a reasonable presumption that he
or she was present to aid or abet the commission of the offence, be
regarded as having in his or her possession the firearm or anmunition.

(6) A person who is proved to have used or to have been in
possession of afirearm or imitation firearm in any of the circumstances
which constitute an offence pursuant to section 27 may be charged
under this section.

(7) A person who is convicted of a second or subsequent offence
under this section shall in addition to being declared a prohibited person
pursuant to section 11 be liable to afine of not less than thirty thousand
dollarsnor morethan fifty thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm
of not less than twenty years.
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Exemptions

23.— (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 22, a person may
bein possession of afirearm or ammunition without alicence where—

(a) heor she comesinto possession of any firearm or ammunition
by virtue of being —

(i) an executor or administrator of the estate of a deceased
person;

(i) the trustee in bankruptcy or liquidation in cases of
insolvency;
and the deceased person or bankrupt, prior to his or her death
or insolvency was the the holder of a valid licence granted
pursuant to this Act;

(b) heor sheisthe servant or agent of any of the person referred
to in paragraph (a) in respect of any firearm entrusted to him
or her for delivery to the owner or a person who is about to
become the owner;

(c) he or she is an officer of Customs or any police office in
respect of the period during which thefirearm or ammunitionis
retained by him or her pursuant to thisAct;

(d) any firearmisentrusted to him or her for storage under section
34; or

(e) heor sheisaperson listed in subsection (2) who possesses a
firearm or ammunition by virtue of a certificate issued to him
or her by the appropriate authority.

(2) A person referred to in subsection (1) (e) includes —

(a) any person taking part in a theatrical performance or in the
production of acinematography or television film;

(b) any person at an athletic event who is responsible for starting
the races;

(c) any person conducting or carrying on a miniature rifle range
(whether for ashooting club or otherwise) or ashooting gallery,
in respect of miniature rifles not exceeding 22 calibre and
ammunition used at therifle range or shooting gallery.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), aperson referred to in sub-
section (1) shall not possess or keep afirearm or ammunition without a
licence for a period exceeding five days from the date of possession.
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Prohibition against carrying a firearm or ammunition in public place

24— (1) A person shal not carry afirearm or ammunition in any
public place unless he or she has on his or her person a licence, or
certificate granted by the appropriate authority authorizing him or her to
do so.

(2) A person shall not in apublic place while drunk or under the
influence of drugs or other intoxicating substance be in possession of a
loaded firearm.

(3) A personshall notinapublic placewield or inany way brandish
afirearm or ammunition.

(4) A person who contravenes a provision of this section commits
an offence and isliable on conviction to afine of not |ess than ten thou-
sand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan three years or
both.

(5) For purposes of this section, “public place” includes a public
meeting whether of a political nature or not.

Prohibition against discharging firearm in public

25.—(1) A person shall not discharge any firearm or ammunition
within one hundred yards of any public road or in any public place
except —

(a) inthe protection of hisor her person or property or the person
or property of another person;

(b) under thedirection of acivil or military authority authorized to
givesuch direction;

(c) with the permission of the appropriate authority.

(2) A person shall not discharge afirearm or ammunition within one
hundred yards of adwelling house or discharge afirearm or ammunition
to the damage or danger of any person in a dwelling house except —

(a) inthe protection of hisor her person or property or the person
or property or another person;

(b) under thedirection of acivil or military authority authorized to
givesuch direction;

(c) with the permission of the appropriate authority.
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(3) Where a contravention of subsection (1) occurs, apolice officer
may without warrant enter any premises on which he or she has
reasonabl e cause to believe such contravention was committed and seize
any firearm or ammunition found which he or she has reasonabl e cause
to believe was used in such contravention and may retain such firearm or
ammunition for the purpose of any investigation or legal proceedings,
until suchinvestigation or legal proceedingsare concluded.

(4) A person who contravenes this section commits an offence and
the burden of proof that the discharge of the firearm was lawful shall be
upon the person so asserting.

Possession of firearm with intent to injure.

26.— (1) A person shall not havein hisor her possession any firearm
or ammunition with intent to endanger life, threaten or cause injury to
person or property, or to enable any other personto endanger life, threaten
or causeinjury to person or property, whether or not any injury has been
caused.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence
andisliable—

@ (a) on summary conviction to a fine of not less than twenty @
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan
five years,

(b) on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for aterm of not
less than ten years.

Use of firearm or imitation firearm with intent to commit offence

27.—(1) A person shall not use afirearm or imitation firearm —

(a) withintentionto commit an offenceor aid inthe commission of
an offence; or

(b) toresist arrest or to attempt to prevent his or her lawful arrest
or the arrest of any other person.
(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence
andisliable—

(a) on summary conviction to a fine of not less than twenty
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan
seven years, or

(b) on conviction on indictment to aterm of imprisonment of not
less than fifteen years,
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in addition to any other penalty to which he or she may beliablefor the
offence he or she may have committed or attempted to commit or for the
offence of resisting arrest or attempting to prevent the lawful arrest of
himself or herself or any other person.

Restriction on sale of firearm or ammunition

28.— (1) A person shall not —

(a) manufacture, sell, transfer, lend, repair, test, or prove any
firearm or ammunition;

(b) expose for sale, transfer or have in his or her possession for
any of the purposes in paragraph (a) any firearm or
ammunition; or

(c) convertinto afirearm an imitation firearm or other gadget;

unless he or sheisa firearm deder.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence
andisliableon conviction to afine of not lessthan ten thousand dollars or
to imprisonment for aterm of not less than three years or to both.

Restriction on sale of ammunition

29.—(1) A firearm dealer shall not sell afirearm or ammunition to
any person unless at the time of the sale the person purchasing —

(a) isthe holder of and produces a valid licence pursuant to this
Act;

(b) is exempted from the requirements of this Act pursuant to
section 23.

(2) A firearm dealer who contravenes a provision of this section
commits an offence.

Prohibition against acquisition etc. by persons under 18 years

30.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), aperson under the age of eighteen
years shall not purchase, possess or in any way acquire any firearm or
ammunition.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) a person
between the ages of fifteen and eighteen years may be in possession of
firearm or ammunition for purposes of target shooting on a range
operated by a shooting club.
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Prohibition against supplying firearms to persons under 18 years

31.— (1)Subject to subsection (2), A person shall not give, lend, sell
or let on hire or in anyway part with possession of any firearm or
ammunition to a person under the age of eighteen years.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to a shooting club in relation to
persons between the ages of fifteen and eighteen.

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence.

(4) In proceedings for an offence under this section, it is adefence
to prove that the person charged with the offence believed the other
person to be of or over the age mentioned in that provision and had
reasonable grounds for the belief.

Travellers to declare

32.— (1) Any person who disembarksin Saint Luciahaving afirearm
or ammunition in his or her possession or under his or her control shall
declareit to the appropriate officer of Customsin the prescribed form.

(2) A person shall not fail to comply with subsection (1) or make
@ any false statement in a declaration under subsection (1).

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence
and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not less than five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan one year.

Travellers in possession of firearms

33.— (1) Any person who disembarks in Saint Lucia and who
declares under section 32 that he or she hasin his or her possession or
under hisor her control any firearm or ammunition shall unlesshe or she
isin possession of afirearm import licence —

(a) keepthefirearm or ammunitioninthevessel or aircraftinwhich
he or she arrived in Saint Lucia; or

(b) deliver thefirearm or ammunition to an officer of Customsina
sealed packet to be dealt with in accordance with section 34.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an
offence.
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Custody of firearms or ammunition by officer of Customs

34.— (1) A firearm or ammunition received by an officer of Customs
under section 33 shall be retained in the sealed packet in which it was
received until —

(a) the person from whom it was received produces afirearm im-
port licence and alicence authorizing him or her to be in pos-
session of such firearm or ammunition and pays the
appropriate customs duty on such firearm or ammunition;

(b) the person gives reasonable notice to the Comptroller
specifying some port of disembarkation outside Saint Luciaand
the date, time and vessel of embarkation, in which event the
sealed package shall be delivered to him or her immediately
before he or she embarks; or

(c) another person satisfies the Comptroller that that person is
lawfully entitled to the possession of thefirearm or ammunition
and —

(i) producesafirearminport licence;

(if) produces a licence authorising him or her to be in
possession of the firearm or ammunition; and

(ili) pays the appropriate customs duty in respect of such
firearm or ammunition.

(d) another person lawfully entitled to possession of the firearm or
ammunition gives reasonable notice to the Comptroller
specifying some port of disembarkation outside Saint Luciaand
the date, time and vessel of embarkation, in which event the
sealed package shall be delivered to him or her asif he or she
were the traveller from whom the firearm or anmunition was
received.

(2) The Comptroller may dispose of a firearm or ammunition
received pursuant to section 34, in circumstances and after such period
of time as may be prescribed.

Territorial waters

35. For the purpose of this Part a person does not import firearm or
ammunition into Saint Luciaif thefirearm or ammunitionisin hisor her
possession or under his or her control —

(a) onavessel within theterritorial waters of Saint Lucia;
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(b) onanaircraft flying over Saint Luciaor itsterritoria waters; or
(c) at anaerodromein Saint Lucia,

unless he or shelands or attemptsto land such firearm or ammunitionin
Saint Luciafrom such vessel or aircraft otherwisethan for delivery to an
officer of Customs under section 33.

PART V
Powers oF PoLice OFrFicers IN CONNECTION WITH
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION

Power of Commissioner to store firearms and ammunition

36.—(1) Subject to this Act, the Commissioner may store any
firearms or ammunition which come into the hands of the police.

(2) No liability shall rest upon police officer or any person acting
under the police officer’s directionin respect of any lossof or damageto
any firearm or ammunition stored under this section.

(3) Where any firearm or ammunition has been stored under the
provisionsof this section for two years such firearm or ammunition shall
be deemed to be abandoned and may be disposed of in such manner as
the Commissioner may direct.

Powers of seizure and arrest

37.—(1) A police officer may require any person carrying a firearm
or ammunition in a public place to produce to him or her, his or her
licence.

(2) A person shall not fail to produce hisor her licenceor refuseto
alow the police officer to examine the firearm or anmunition for the
purpose of verifying the particularsin the licence.

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence
and the police officer may seize and retain the firearm or ammunition
until such time as legal proceedings brought against such person are
concluded.

(4) Where a person required to produce his or her licence under
subsection (2), does not have on his or her person the licence he or she
shall be given twenty-four hoursfor its production at adesignated police
station before proceedings are instituted against him or her.
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(5) A police officer may arrest without awarrant any personwhois
required to give his or her name and address pursuant to subsection (2)
but refuses to give his or her name and address or whom he or she
suspects of giving afalse name and address or intending to abscond.

(6) A police officer may at any timerequirethe holder of alicenceto
produce for inspection the firearm or ammunition to which it relates.

(7) A person shall not without without good cause refuse or fail to
comply with subsection (6).

(8) A person who contravenes subsection (7) commits an offence.

Power of search

38.—(1) Where a police officer suspects that a person has concealed
afirearm or ammunition on hisor her person, he or she may require the
person to produce the firearm or ammunition and, unless the person is
exempted under section 23, avalid licence granted pursuant to thisAct.

(2) A person shall not fail to comply with a request made pursuant
to subsection (1).

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) commits anoffence
and the policemay subject to subsection (4), search him or her, seizeand
retain the firearm or ammunition until such time as legal proceedings
against that person are concluded.

(4) Section 37(4) shall apply to this section.

(5) A female shall not be searched under this section except by a
police officer who is awoman.

Power to stop and search vehicle

39.—(1) A police officer may without a warrant stop and search any
vehicle in which he or she suspects any firearm or ammunition is being
conveyed, and may search the driver and any person in the vehicle.

2 A—
(a) driver shall not fail to stop avehicle referred to in subsection

(1),

(b) passenger in a vehicle referred to in subsection (1) shall not
intimidate the driver so asto prevent the driver from stopping;
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or

(c) driver or passenger shall not escape or attempt to escape from
avehiclereferred to in subsection (1);

when requested by a police officer to stop under subsection (1).

(3) A driver or passenger who contravenes subsection (1) commits
an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding seven
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years.

Searchwarrant

40.—(1) Where a magistrate is satisfied that there are reasonable
groundsfor suspecting that an offence has been, isbeing or isabout to be
committed, he or she may grant a search warrant authorizing any police
officer named in the warrant —

(a) to enter at any time, any premises or place named in the
warrant, if necessary, by force, and to search the premises or
place and every person found on the premises or place; and

(b) to seize any firearm or ammunition which he or she may find
on the premises, in the place or on any person.

(2) A police officer authorized under subsection (1) may retain the
firearm or ammunition for the duration of any investigation or legal
proceedings with respect to the retention.

(3) A police officer authorized under subsection (1) may arrest
without a warrant any person found on the premises or in that place
whom he or she has reason to believe has committed an offence under
thisAct.

(4) A person shall not assault, obstruct or in any way interferewith
apolice officer authorized under subsection (1).

(5) A person who contravenes subsection (4) commits an offence
andisliable on conviction to afine of not lessthan five thousand dollars
or to imprisonment for aterm of not less than one year or to both.

PART VI
MISCELLANEOUS

Certification

41— (1) A personshall notteach another person skillsintheuseor
handling of firearm or ammunition unlessthefirst mentioned personisan
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approved instuctor of adesignated instution, and the second mentioned
personisthe holder of avalid provisional licence.

(2) The Minister may by Order in the Gazette designate an
institution as adesignated institution for purposes of thisAct.

(3) A designated institution shall —

(a) inconsultation with the appropriate authority develop atraining
programme designed to improve the level of knowledge and
skill of a person in the use and handling of firearms or
ammunition;

(b) issue a certificate of competence to a person who in the
opinion of the designated ingtitution, has satisfactorily compl eted
the programme.

(4) A training programme pursuant to subsection (3) shall be for
such duration and during such times as may be determined by the
designated institution in consultation with the appropriate authority.

(5) A designated institution in consultation with the appropriate au-
thority may appoint any number of qualified persons as approved
instructors of the designated institution.

@ (6) The enrolment criteria and fees payable at a designated @
institution shall be determined by the designated institution in
consultation with the appropriate authority.

(7) The appropriate authority may designate any number of
institutions for the purposes of thisAct.

(8) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence
and upon convictionisliableto afinenot lessthan fivethousand dollars
or to imprisonment for aterm of not less than one year or to both.

Custody of firearm

42.—(1) The holder of a firearm user licence, sporting firearm
licence or estate gun licence, who isabout to leave Saint Luciaand is not
taking the firearm or ammunition specified in that firearm user licence,
sporting firearm licence, or estate gun licence with him or her shall —

(a) arrangefor the storage of thefirearm or ammunition in aplace
and under the conditions approved by the Commissioner;

(b) deliver the firearm or ammunition to the holder of a firearm
user (employee) sub-licence, or to a person endorsed on his or
her licence in respect of that particular firearm; or
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(c) deliver the firearm or ammunition for safe keeping at the
nearest police station.

(2) Where a firearm or ammunition received at a police station
under subsection (1) (c) isunclaimed within one month of itsdelivery, a
storage fee at such rate as may be prescribed shall be levied, and if the
feeisnot paid at the end of six months, the firearm or ammunition shall
be forfeited to the Government.

(3) The owner of the firearm or ammunition under subsection (2)
may claim such firearm or ammunition within six monthsof forfeitureon
payment of the storage fee if he or she can show reasonable cause for
the delay.

Slaughtering instruments

43. A person —

(a) licensed under section 12 of the Cattle (Branding and
Butchering) Ordinance; (Cap 40) or under any law replacing
the Ordinance; or

(b) who is the Chief Veterinary Officer or any officer authorised
by him or her inwriting;

may have a slaughtering instrument in his or her possession without a
licence or permit under thisAct.

Forfeiture order

44.—(1) The court may, if it thinks fit, make an order for the
forfeiture and disposal of any firearm or ammunition found in the
possession of aperson convicted of an offence under thisAct where he
or she has been ordered —

(a) not to possess, use or carry afirearm or ammunition;
(b) tosubject himself or herself to police supervision;
(c) to enter into recognisance to keep the peace; or

(d) to be of good behaviour.

(2) The court may cause the conviction or order referred to in
subsection (1) to be communicated to the appropriate authority which
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may in accordance with section 9 revoke any licence held by that
person.

Carrying firearm or ammunition in parts

45. Where any firearm or ammunition is carried in parts by two or
more persons, each of such persons shall be deemed to be carrying a
firearm or ammunition.

Ballistics certificate

46.—(1) In any criminal proceedings a certificate signed by a
ballistics expert shall be admitted as evidence of the matters so certified
without the expert being required to attend in person to give evidence at
such proceedings.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), where it is intended to
introduce a certificate as evidence, the party intending to introduce the
certificate shall givethe other party at least ten clear days written notice
of itsintention together with a copy of the certificate.

(3) A party may, within seven days after receipt of a notice under
subsection (2) and before the commencement of the proceedings, object
to the admission in evidence of the certificate and may request the court
to order the attendance of the ballistic expert to give evidence.

(4) The court may, within three days after receiving the request, if
satisfied that the request is justifiable, order the attendance of the
ballistic expert and the cost of attendance shall be borne by the party
making the request unless the court orders otherwise.

(5) In this section —

‘ballistic expert’ means a person knowledgeable in the science of
missiles and firearms who is recognised or certified by the
Commissioner by notice published inthe Gazette.

Compulsory imprisonment

47.—(1) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the
Criminal Code or in any other enactment rel ating to sentencing, a person,
other than a juvenile, who uses a firearm in the commission of the
offence of —

(a) kidnapping or abduction;
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(b) robbery;
(¢) drugtrafficking;
(d) rape or unlawful carnal knowledge;

shall on conviction be sentenced to a term of imprisonment for not less
than fifteen years.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the Criminal
Code or in any other enactment relating to sentencing, a person, other
than ajuvenile, who having been convicted of any offenceinwhich he or
she used a firearm in the commission of the offence is again convicted
for the use of afirearm in the commission of another offence shall, on
conviction for the subsequent offence, be sentenced to a term of
imprisonment for not less than twenty years.

(3) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the Criminal
Code or in any other enactment relating to sentencing, a person, other
than a juvenile, who uses or attempts to use a firearm to obstruct or in
anyway interfere with a police officer in the exercise of that officer’'s
powers shall on conviction be sentenced to aterm of imprisonment for
not less than ten years.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the Criminal
Code or in any other enactment relating to sentencing, a person, other
than a juvenile, who uses or attempts to use a firearm, to intimidate,
threaten or cause injury to —

(a) the Governor General;
(b) amember of Parliament;

(c) aClergyman, Priest, Pastor, Reverend or any religious leader
of arecognised church;

(d) aJudge, Master or Magistrate;
(e) apublicofficer engaged inthe performance of hisor her duties;

shall on conviction be sentenced to a term of imprisonment for not less
than ten years.

Power to order surrender of firearms

48.—(1) The Minister may, by Order published inthe Gazette, where
the Minister isof theopinion that it isexpedient in theinterests of public
safety or public order so to do, order the surrender to the Government of
al firearms and ammunition specified in the Order within the time
specified in the Order.
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(2) A personin possession or control of a firearm or of ammunition
shall surrender such firearm or ammunition in accordance with the
Order made pursuant to subsection (1) within the time specified in the
Order.

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence.

(4) A firearm or ammunition surrendered in accordance with the
provisions of this section lawfully possessed by the person so
surrendering them immediately prior to such surrender shall be stored by
the Commissioner in accordance with section 36.

Duty to report loss etc

49.— (1) A person who isthe holder of a licence pursuant to thisAct,
shall not transfer or otherwise dispose of thefirearm to which thelicence
relates without forthwith informing the Commissioner thereof.

(2) A personwho isthe holder of afirearm licence shall, assoon as
isreasonably practicable, but inany event not later than 72 hours after
thelossisdiscovered, inform the Commissioner that —

(a) thefirearm or any of the ammunition cannot be found; or

(b) there are grounds for believing or suspecting that the firearm
or any of the ammunition is improperly in the possession or
under the control of some other person.

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) commits an
offence.

Inquiry by appropriate authority

50.—(1) Upon receipt of a true extract of a register pursuant to
section 15, the appropriate authority may, if the appropriate authority has
reason to do so, hold or cause an inquiry to be held into any purchase or
purchases of ammunition by a holder to determine whether such
purchase or purchases is or are reasonable or justifiable taking to
account the reasons for the issuance of a licence and the category of
licence issued to the holder.

(2) Where, following an inquiry under subsection (1), the
appropriate authority has reason to believe that the ammunition was
acquired for reasons outside the scope of this Act, the appropriate
authority may —

(a) suspend the holder’s licence and the provisions of section 8
shall apply with the necessary modification;
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(b) revoke the holders licence and the provisions of
section 9 shall apply with the necessary modifications.

(3) For purposes of an inquiry under this section, the appropriate
authority may —

(a) summon a holder to appear before him or her by a date to be
specified in the summons;

(b) require the holder or provide any information relevant to the
inquiry.
(4) Any person who fails to comply with this section commits an

offence and is liable on summary conviction to afine not less than five
thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for not |essthan one year or to both.

Powers of the appropriate authorityto give permission for shooting range etc.

51.— (1) A person not being aholder of ashooting club licence, shall
not use or maintain any premisesasashooting range or for target practice
without the permission, inwriting, of the appropriate authority.

(2) A request for permission under subsection (1) shall be in the
prescribed form and the appropriate authority shall, by notice in the
@ Gazette, prescribethe criteria, including safety considerations, which the @
premises must meet before a request is granted.

(3) A person who contravenes this section commits an offence and
is liable on summary conviction to afine of not |ess than five thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for not less than one year or to both.

General penalty provision

52. A person convicted of an offence under this Act for which no
penalty is prescribed shall beliableto fine of not less than five thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for aterm of not less than one year or both.

Regulations

53. The Minister may make Regulations —

(a) prescribing theform of certificates, licences, returnsor other
documents under thisAct;

(b) prescribing the criteria to be satisfied by an applicant for
purposes of section 4 (5) (a) to (i);

(c) prescribing therequirementsto be satisfied in respect of aplace
where firearms or ammunition are to be stored or kept before
such place may be approved by the Commissioner as a place
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of safety for the purposes of this Act and for the manner in
which such place isto be secured,

(d) prescribing fees for the grant or renewal of licences or
permits;

(e) prescribing fees for endorsements under section 13;

(f) prescribing the manner by which any notice under this Act
may be given;

(g) controlling or regulating the importation, sale, possession or use
of hand grenades manufactured for the purpose of
extinguishing fires, and the application of thisActinrelation to
such bombs and hand grenades;

(h) prescribing the standard for shooting ranges,

(i) prescribing anything which, by this Act, is permitted or
required to be prescribed,;

(j) generaly for carrying this Act into effect.

Non application of Act

54. This Act shall not apply to —

@ (a) any firearm or ammunition, the property of the Government of @
Saint Lucig;
(b) any person lawfully in possession of afirearm or ammunition
which isthe property of the Government of Saint Lucia;

(c) any member of the Cadet Force of Saint Lucia in his or her
capacity as a member of that force;

(d) any firearm or ammunition on board any ship or aircraft
forming part of the equipment of such ship or aircraft;

(e) any member of the crew of any ship or aircraft or any
employee of an aerodrome in possession of a firearm or
ammunitionin the course of hisor her dutiesin connection with
(d); or

(f) firearms or ammunition the property of the Government of a
country in circumstances and subject to such conditions as may
for the time being be approved by the Minister.

Repeal
55. The Firearms Act 2001, No. 11 is repeaed.
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Savings

56. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to the holders of
existing licences for a period to be prescribed by the appropriate
authority by notice in the Gazette.

Passed in the House of Assembly this 12th day of November, 2002.

MATTHEW ROBERTS,
Speaker of the House of Assembly.

Passed in the Senate this 20th day of December, 2002.

HILFORD DETERVILLE,
President of the Senate.
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